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Plan on attending the SBOA Spring Conference and help us celebrate 
our 50th Anniversary. 

Watch for ongoing updates and events such as a companions program.
Radisson Hotel — Saskatoon, SK — May 20-22, 2015

BOOK ROOMS EARLY
Radisson Hotel   405 20th Street East  Saskatoon, SK  S3N 0P3 

For reservations call:  800-916-4339, Fax: (306) 782-7830
Or book on-line: www.reservations.com/radisson-hotel-saskatoon



President’s Report
SBOA Fall Conference 2014
Gallagher Centre, Yorkton, Saskatchewan
October 23rd, 2014
 I don’t have much to report since we 
last met in North Battleford last spring, 
the past 6 months have been a write 
off for me.  I was unable to travel to 
Richmond BC for the ACBOA meetings, 
but fortunately our vice president Chris 
Gates was able to cover for me and did 
a fine job of representing the SBOA at 
those meetings.
 It is time to step down and let 
someone else guide this organization 
into the future.  I think we have some 
good people who are stepping up to fill 
new positions on the executive.  I look 
forward to a new executive who can 
complete the job of bringing new training 
programs to the SBOA membership.  
Opportunities for the membership to get 
training for all three licencing levels with 
the current National Building Code.  
 I want to thank everyone on the executive for all the 
support they have given me for the past eight years and 
especially the past six months.  I am very thankful for 
the friendships we have developed here at the SBOA.  
I also want to thank the membership for all of their 
support for our initiatives we have developed the past 
few years.  Together as a team we worked towards 
finding ways to bring the membership the training they 
wanted to support each members needs for certification 
and licencing.  There is still a lot of work to be done but 
we are getting a lot closer to reaching our goal of having 
a comprehensive program to cover all three levels.

 Some of you are aware that for the past 
several months I have dealing with 
throat cancer.  I am in the process of 
recovering from radiation and chemo 
that I believe successfully eradicated all 
the cancer cells from me.  My message 
is directed at all of the male members of 
the SBOA, it is quite common for men to 
ignore lumps or bumps or small changes 
in their bodies thinking that they will go 
away by themselves or they don’t hurt or 
I don’t want to be a wimp.  I found a lump 
where there shouldn’t have been one and 
as luck would have it I was able to bring 
it to my doctor’s attention reasonably 
quickly due to the timing of my discovery.  
The other point I would like to make; we 
will go into denial because we are afraid 
to find out that it may be something like 

cancer.  Cancer is not the death sentence that it used 
to be, great strides in treatment have and are still being 
made, if caught early enough it can be cured.  I am not 
the only survivor in this room I am sure there are a 
few more here, statistics show that one in every three 
people will develop cancer during their lives.  
 Thanks again for your support for the past eight 
years and I hope you will continue to support the new 
executive.

Dan Knutson
President

SBOA

S.B.O.A. LIST OF NEW MEMBERS
May 24, 2014 to November 18, 2014

Samer Alaboud Regina, SK
Robert Bender LaRonge, SK
Jeremy Chalupiak Regina, SK
Shelly Deener Regina, SK
Greg Draghici Saskatoon, SK
Chris Enns Waldheim, SK
Len Mah Saskatoon, SK
Michael Murphy LaFleche, SK
Jeff Nattress Saskatoon, SK
Richard Nicolas Lethbridge, AB
Grant Paulson Weyburn, SK
Taylor Roadhouse Regina, SK
Jason Ryckman Markham, ON
Darrell Saby Warman, SK
Carolyn Stevenson Fort Qu’Appelle
Derrick Stevenson Fort Qu’Appelle
Trent Wiesner Saskatoon, SK
Logan Wilson Saskatoon, SK

Building Code Training for Canadians - 
Series 1 - 1995

This course provides the education and licensing 
exam requirements to obtain a Class 1 Building 

Official License.

“A comprehensive home study of the National 
Building Code of Canada one & two unit 

dwellings.”

Contact: Amanda Neiszner
Division Assistant, Programming and Student 

Services
BCTC Administrator

306-848-2533
ANeiszner@southeastcollege.org 

www.southeastcollege.org
P.O. Box 1565 Weyburn, Saskatchewan S4H 0T1

Fax: (306) 848-2524



SBOA would like to thank the host committee 
for all of their work on putting together a 
successful conference. The committee was 

comprised of Brant Hryhorczuk, Jeff Fawcett, 
Carrie Taylor and Miles Hutchings

Presented by Paul Cook, Len Semko, Marvin Meickel and Margaret Ball
 This presentation was our Wednesday afternoon workshop and was 
well attended by approximately 80 people.
 The agenda for our Wednesday afternoon was jam packed and covered 
nearly all things involving mezzanines. The afternoon concluded with an 
examination. These workshops provide Building Officials with credits for 
Building Official License Renewal (BOLT).
 We were also informed that upcoming workshops will be on Alternative 
Family Care Homes that will be offered in 14 locations throughout the 
province starting in the 2014-2015 winter.  

October 22, 2014
Building Standards Workshop 
- Mezzanines:

City of Yorkton’s Mayor Bob Maloney and Dan Knutson

Trevor Morrissey and Ryan Shepherd

Thursday, October 23, 2014
Fire Chief of Yorkton Trevor 
Morrissey:
 In this presentation Trevor touched on items such as municipal Building 
Bylaws and how bylaw requirements can include items that are more than 
what is required in the National Building Code (NBC) such as requiring 
fire separations with a fire resistance rating between attached garages and 
dwellings. It could also include sprinkler systems that are in accordance 
with NFPA 13D in single family dwellings. In many cases fire department 
response times can be a factor that will make sprinkler systems in dwellings 
an important tool in slowing the spread of fire. Trevor also showed us many 
examples of poor or missed fire stopping in rated fire separations. We 
would like to thank Trevor for his interesting presentation.

Thursday, October 23, 2014
Building Standards – Radon 
Requirements of the NBC

Presented by Marvin Meickel
 This presentation covered the prescriptive requirements in the National 
Building Code 2010 (NBC 2010). In 9.13.4.3 the NBC provides information 
for a rough-in that is installed in the floor on ground that provides the 
opportunity to depressurize radon gas. There was discussion from the floor 
about the responsibilities of the new installation. There have been issues 
with the trades not wanting to be accountable for this installation, and the 
question was asked if this change is in the National Plumbing Code. The 
feeling by the membership was that the plumbers were likely the best trade 
to do the installation since they have the pipe and are already installing the 
plumbing rough-ins.



Thursday, October 23, 2014
Building Standards – Code 
Panel Discussion:
 This session was presented by the Building Standards Unit with 
Margaret Ball, Paul Cook, Marvin Meickel and Len Semko sharing in the 
presentation. They discussed some of the many questions that are asked 
of Building Standards over the year and shared their dialogue and code 
interpretations with the membership.
 As always the presentation was extremely informational and the time 
went by swiftly. We would like to thank Building Standards for their time and 
valuable information.

Paul Cook, Len Semko, Bill Hawkins, Carrie Bowen and Marvin Meickel

SBOA Business Meeting:
Minutes and reports from the executive and committee chairman were 
presented and adopted. We had the election of the executive and the 
following people were elected:

President Chris Gates Vice-President Ryan Shepherd
Past President Dan Knutson Secretary Todd Russell
Treasurer LeRoy Evenson Membership Jerry Wintonyk
Certification Gary Martens Education Norm Kindred
Conference Brant Hryhorczuk Newsletter Dale Wagner

SBOA Executive

 No dictionary has ever been able to satisfactorily 
define the difference  between “complete” and 
“finished.”  However, during a recent linguistic 
conference, held in London, England, attended by 
some of the best linguists in the world, Samsundar 
Balgobin, was making a presentation when  
he was  asked to make that very distinction. 
 The question put to him by a colleague 
in the erudite audience was this:  “Some 

 Josh provided an overview of obligations of municipalities and Building 
Officials under the Uniform Building and Accessibility Standards Act; the 
enforcement tools available to Building Officials, including the right to 
access to inspect,; and effectively enforcing the Act, including the use of 
compliance and stop work orders.
 Josh also discussed common pitfalls encountered by municipalities and 
Building Officials in the discharge of their obligations together with a review 
of increasing number of cases where municipalities have found themselves 
named as defendant in a lawsuit.
 It seems that builders and building owners rely on the Building Official 
for quality control as engineers are too expensive. Josh also stated that with 
the Act saying “reasonable care” it is perceived that the Building Official has 
been put into a situation that the expectation from the Building Official is 
perfection.  
 The question was asked of Josh in the presentation that if a Building 
Official noted that there was a missing handrail on a set of stairs and noted 
this in the inspection report that this was an unsafe condition, would this 

Chad Freeland and Josh Morrisson

Thursday, October 23, 2014
Josh Morrisson – MacPherson Lewis & Tyerman LLP:

be showing reasonable care?  Josh stated that if in the event someone fell 
because of the missing handrail and was injured, that the Building Official 
could possibly still be found responsible and named in a lawsuit.

say there is no difference between ‘complete’ 
and ‘finished.’  Could you please explain the 
difference in a way that is easy to understand?” 
 Mr. Balgobin’s response:  
 “When you marry the right woman, you are 
‘complete.’  
If you marry the wrong woman, you are ‘finished.’ 
And, if the right one catches you with the wrong one, 
you are” completely finished”.



Thursday, October 23, 2014
Erroll Castle – Concrete 
Inspection for Dummies
 Erroll Castle who is a Professional Engineer and a Building Official 
provided a quick overview of concrete requirements and what Building 
Officials should look for when conducting inspections on steel within grade 
beams, pilasters and structural floors on grade. We were treated to many 
photographs of concrete failures and improper reinforcing steel installation.

Erroll Castle and Gary Martens 

 The Amazon River pushes so much water into the 
Atlantic Ocean that, more than one hundred miles 
at sea off the mouth of the river, one can dip fresh 
water out of the ocean. 
 The volume of water in the Amazon River is 
greater than the next eight largest rivers in the world 
combined and three times the flow of all rivers in 
the United States. 
 Antarctica is the only land on our planet that is 
not owned by any country.
 Ninety percent of the world’s ice covers Antarctica.
 This ice also represents seventy percent of all the 
fresh water in the world. 
 As strange as it sounds, however, Antarctica 
is essentially a desert; the average yearly total 
precipitation is about two inches.
 Although covered with ice (all but 0.4% of it is 
ice.), Antarctica is the driest place on the planet, 
with an absolute humidity lower than the  Gobi 
desert.
 Los Angeles’ full name is: El Pueblo de Nuestra 
Senora la Reina de  Los Angeles de Porciuncula -- 
and can be abbreviated to 3.63% of its size:  L.A.
 The smallest island with country status is Pitcairn 
in  Polynesia, at just 1.75 sq. miles/4,53 sq. km.

 Sandy Hutchison and Jennifer Miller who are Radiation Specialists with 
Health Canada provided us with a very informative presentation.
 Radon comes from the natural radioactive decay of uranium to form 
radioactive gas. Radon cannot be detected by human senses because it is 
colourless, odourless and tasteless.
 Inside buildings, radon can accumulate to high levels to become a 
health concern:
• ranging from 30 – 2000 Bq/m3
• average = 45 Bq/m3
Bq/m3 = Becquerel per meter cubed
Bq = one disintegration per second
Radon levels in soil vary greatly and radon easily enters buildings. It can 
build up to high concentrations.
The factors affecting radon levels:
• Season
• Weather patterns
• Soil characteristics
• Heating/cooling systems
• Air-tightness of buildings
 The only known health effect of radon exposure is the initiation of lung 
cancer.
 World Health Organization estimates six to 15 per cent of lung cancers 
are attributable to radon Canadian Cancer Society estimates 25,300 new 
lung cancer cases in 2011 in Canada:
• 900 cases (680 deaths) in Manitoba
• 690 cases (570 deaths) in Saskatchewan
 Remedial measures should be undertaken in a dwelling whenever the 
average annual radon concentration exceeds 200 Bq/m3 in the normal 
occupancy area. The higher the radon concentration, the sooner remedial 

measures should be undertaken.
 When remedial action is taken, the radon level should be reduced to a 
value as low as practicable.
 The construction of new dwellings should employ techniques that will 
minimize radon entry and will facilitate post-construction radon removal, 
should this subsequently prove necessary.
15.8 per cent of homes in Saskatchewan tested above 200 Bq/m3
Parts 5, 6 and 9 for Protection from Radon Ingress
 The new Health Canada guideline of 200 Bq/m³ for indoor radon 
concentration has been referenced in the Appendix. Parts 5 and 6 of the NBC 
2010 now require that engineers and designers consider radon protection 
in their designs. Air barrier requirements in Part 9 were consolidated and 
prescriptive measures on providing a rough-in for a future radon mitigation 
system added.
 For more information go to www.healthcanada.gc.ca/radon

 Jennifer Miller, Dale Wagner and Sandy Hutchison

Friday, October 24, 2014
Health Canada Regional Radiation:



 Avinash Gupta, a licensed Professional Engineer and a Class 3 Building 
Official gave a presentation on interconnected floor spaces. To start with 
he provided us with some relevant definitions. Mezzanine means an 
intermediate floor assembly between the floor and ceiling of any room or 
storey and includes an interior balcony.
 Interconnected floor space (IFS) means superimposed floor areas 
or parts of floor areas in which floor assemblies that are required to be 
fire separations (fire separated) are penetrated by openings that are not 
provided with closures. An interconnected floor space (IFS) is one in which 
two or more storeys of a building are open to each other and the opening 
is NOT enclosed or protected by a CLOSURE to maintain the integrity of a 
fire separation.
 The presentation included explanatory sketches on the provisions 
of Code related to mezzanine and its relation to interconnected floor 
space. Avinash also explained how to find, if the intermediate floor 
assembly provided between a floor and the ceiling is a mezzanine or an 
interconnected floor space and what a building official shall look for when 
reviewing or inspecting the interconnected floor space. His presentation on 
the mezzanine portion clarified emphatically, the measurement of distance 
limits requirements for the space that the mezzanine overlooks is served by 
a single or two or more egress doors. He also clarified that a travel distance 
as per Article 3.4.2.5 shall be enforced when the space that mezzanine 
overlooks is served by exits. He explained difference between an egress 
door and an exit.
 Avinash’s presentation with explanatory sketches on Interconnected 
Floor Space covered, what is interconnected floor space, its related 
problems and what are the exceptions to it as per the relevant Articles of 
the Code. He explained how and why openings in buildings whose floor 
areas are connected by open stairs, ramps, escalators and conveyors shall 
also be examined as IFS. 
 He also discussed in detail on the Special Protection Requirement 
of Code on the interconnected floor space. He discussed with sketches, 
provisions of vestibule, protected floor space, evacuation methodology, 
installation of draft stops, mechanical exhaust system and briefly touched 
on smoke management system.

Friday, October 24, 2014
Avinash Gupta, P.Eng. - Inter-Connected Floor Spaces:

Avinash Gupta and Dan Knutson

IFS presents two major problems:
 Potential for rapid and progressive development of an uncontrolled fire 
between interconnected levels and the lack of barrier (in the absence of 
floor assembly) to prevent smoke from simultaneously contaminating all 
interconnected levels of the building.
 Problems with IFS may result in the inability of persons to leave the 
building before being overcome by heat or smoke, since occupants from all 
levels will have to exit simultaneously.
 Exposure of building structural components to a prolonged fire 
conditions, since there are no barriers (no floor assembly) to resist fire 
spread and an impediment to effective firefighting, since fire fighters 
traditionally use the floor beneath the floor as a staging area.
 The presentation was very in depth and one that you did not want to 
miss. Thanks to Avinash for your willingness to share your expertise to 
SBOA in order to make our conferences so successful.
 Avinash Gupta, P.Eng., is available to take any question relating 
to Building Code and can be contacted by email or phone. His email is 
avinashguptap.eng@gmail.com and phone is (306)371-687.

Friday, October 24, 2014
Building Standards – 
Asbestos Awareness

 In the final presentation for the conference Paul Cook 
from Building Standards talked to us about asbestos found 
in buildings and especially buildings that use asbestos as 
insulation. When pipes that in some buildings have asbestos 
that has become damaged it gives off air born particles that 
can be extremely hazardous to humans to breathe into the 
lungs. Asbestos is known to cause lung cancer.
 We are now finally understanding the seriousness of 
asbestos that becomes very dangerous when it is disturbed 
and how prevalent asbestos was used in older buildings. Dale Wagner and Paul Cook



At St. Peter’s Ukrainian Catholic Church in Edmonton, 
they have weekly husbands’ marriage seminars. At the 
session last week, the priest asked Frank, who said he was 
approaching his 50th wedding anniversary, to take a few 
minutes and share some insight into how he had managed 
to stay married to the same woman all these years.  Frank 
replied to the assembled husbands, “Well, I’ve always tried 
to treat her nice, spent lots of money on her, but best of all, I 
took her to the Ukraine for our 25th wedding   anniversary!”. 
The priest, amazed responded, “Frank, you are an amazing 
inspiration to all the husbands gathered here! Please 
tell us what you are planning for your wife on your 50th 
anniversary?” Frank proudly replied, “I’m going to go pick 
her up.”

 I want to talk about the increasing use of spray foam that is being 
used by many home owners to insulate areas such as joist spaces above 
foundation walls and more. This product is meant to be used as an air 
barrier for draft sealing according to the Standard CAN/ULC-S711.1. It is 
in fact an air sealant foam used for bead applications where the bead is 
not more than 50 mm. They do not provide an air barrier in terms of a 
continuous air barrier.
 This Standard specifies the requirements and test methods for thermal 
insulating bead - applied two-component polyurethane foam used as an 
insulating air sealant for both building and non-building applications. 
This Standard covers bead-applied two-component polyurethane air 
sealant foam whether applied on a building site or in a prefabrication 
(manufacturing) process. This two-component polyurethane air sealant 
foam is factory pre-packaged. Bead-applied two component polyurethane 
foam shall not be used when the continuous service temperature is outside 
the range of -60 to +110ºC. The test methods used to determine the material 
properties provide a means of comparing different polyurethane air sealant 
foams. They are intended for use in specifications, product evaluations 
and quality control. Bead-applied two component polyurethane air sealant 
foam shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions 
and CAN/ULC S711.2 Thermal Insulation – Bead-Applied Two Component 
Polyurethane Air Sealant Foam– Part 2: Installation. 
 9.25.2.2 of the National Building Code 2010 lists the materials that are 
acceptable to use as a thermal insulation and lists that the polyurethane foam 
shall conform to CAN/ULC-S705.1, “Thermal Insulation – Spray Applied 
Rigid Polyurethane Foam, Medium Density – Material - Specification,”
 So I have been seeing a trend for builders to be using products that 
are intended to be an air sealant and using them for a thermal and vapour 
barrier. Some of the spray foams being used have not even passed 
Canadian testing. More and more products are being promoted at home 

Editorial by Newsletter Chairperson Dale Wagner
shows across North America and are being introduced into the Canadian 
construction market and used for installation of what they are not in 
compliance or intended for.
 I have made a conscious effort to watch for these products on job sites 
so that I might stop the use of them. I also try to educate both builders and 
home owners to check that the materials they are using, are being used 
for what they are meant to be and that they also comply with Canadian 
Standards. I would suggest that as Building Officials it might be suggested 
that we try to prevent problems before they occur and educate the people 
that we work with in the construction field.
 This editorial is solely the opinion of the writer and does not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the Saskatchewan Building Officials Association or 
our membership.

The S.B.O.A. wishes to thank the 
following Sponsors: 

Altus Geomatics
CA Reed & Associates
Canadian Tire
Capital Kia Yorkton
Deer Park Golf Course
Denuschuk Homes
Gross Construction
Harvest Meats
Ledcor Contruction
Logan Stevens construction
Maple Communications
NAU Group of Companies
NL Construction
Outdoor Sporting & Construction
Painted Hand Casino
Peavymart – Peavy Industires
Potzus Ltd.
Professional Building Inspections
Remai Construction Group
Royal Honda
Rusniak Balacko Kachur Rusnak
Shawn Patenaude Legal Professional Corp.
Sveinko Developments
The Cooperators
The News Review
Value Tire
Vipond Fire Protection
Yorkton Building Supplies
Yorkton Business Improvement District
Yorkton Chamber of Commerce
Yorkton Co-op Association

We would also like to thank all those individuals and 
organizations that donated prizes for the conference.  

Your support is greatly appreciated. 

S.B.O.A. Newsletter
is published twice a year for the information of our 
association members. Its purpose is to inform the members 
about conference topics and up-coming events. Comments, 
story ideas and suggestions about contents and format as 
well as any retirements or deaths, should be directed to:

Dale Wagner Newsletter Chairperson
P.O. Box 35

Hague, Saskatchewan  S0K 1X0
Home: (306) 225-2265   Fax: (306) 225-2196

e-mail:newsletter@sboa.sk.ca



A MEMBER OF THE 
ALLIANCE OF CANADIAN 

BuILDINg OFFICIALS 
ASSOCIATION

SASKATCHEWAN BuILDINg OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION INC.
 P.O. Box 1671

Prince Albert, Saskatchewan S6V 5T2
President
Chris Gates A.Sc.T, CRBO
Box 1612
Martensville, SK. 
S0K 2T0
306-229-6916 
president@sboa.sk.ca

Vice President
Ryan Shepherd
P.O. Box 535
North Battleford
S9A 2Y7
306-441-3989
vicepresident@sboa.sk.ca

Treasurer
LeRoy Evenson
P.O. Box 1671
Prince Albert, Sask.          
S6V 5T2
306-982-4781 (fax)
306-982-3073 (residence)
treasurer@sboa.sk.ca

Book rooms early as a block of rooms is only held for a period of time.

Watch for details for the Building Standards Workshop
Wednesday, May 20, 2015

Certification Chairperson
Gary Martens CRBO
222 3rd Ave. N. 
Saskatoon, Sask.
S7J 0J5
306-975-2645
certification@sboa.sk.ca 

Education Chairperson
Norm Kindred CRBO
Box 546 Station Main 64 Great 
Plains Road Emerald Park
White City  S4L 5B1
306-781-2598 
education@sboa.sk.ca

Secretary
Todd C. Russell CCBO
11306-9th Avenue
North Battleford, SK
S9A 2N9
Ph: 306-937-3650
secretary@sboa.sk.ca

Membership Chairperson
Jerry Wintonyk
P.O. Box 460
North Battleford, Sask.          
S9A 2Y6
306-445-1733 (office)
306-445-1739 (fax)
membership@sboa.sk.ca

Past President
Dan Knutson A.Sc.T. CCBO 
Engineering Assistant 
Engineering Department 
City of Swift Current
P.O. Box 340
Swift Current, Sask.
S9H 2J1 
306-778-2740
306-778-6202 (fax)
pastpresident@sboa.sk.ca

Conference Chairperson
Brant Hryhorczuk
City of Yorkton 
PO Box 400 
Yorkton, SK 
S3N 2W3
(306) 786-1724
conference@sboa.ca

Newsletter Chairperson
Dale Wagner CCBO
P.O. Box 35
Hague, Sask.  
S0K 1X0
306-225-2265 (home)
306-225-2196 (fax)
newsletter@sboa.sk.ca

S.B.O.A. SPRINg CONFERENCE 
May 20 - 22, 2015

Radisson Hotel
405 20th Street East

Saskatoon, SK
S3N 0P3 For reservations call:  800-916-4339

Fax: (306) 782-7830
Or book on-line: www.reservations.com/radisson-hotel-saskatoon

 Only a farm kid would see it this way! When you’re from the farm, 
your perception is a little bit different.
 A farmer drove to a neighbor’s farmhouse and knocked at the door.   
A boy, about 9, opened
 The door.  “Is your dad or mom home?” said the farmer.
 “No, they went to town.” “How about your brother, Howard?  Is he 
here?” “No, he went with Mom and Dad.” The farmer stood there for a 
few minutes, shifting from one foot to the other, mumbling to himself, 

when the young boy says, “I know where all the tools are, if you want 
to borrow one, or I can give Dad a message.”
 “Well,” said the farmer uncomfortably.  “No, I really want to talk 
to your Dad, about your brother Howard getting my daughter Suzy 
pregnant”.
 The boy thought for a moment, then says, “You’ll have to talk to my 
Dad about that.  I know he charges $500 for the bulls and $150 for the 
pigs, but I have no idea how much he charges for Howard.”


