
 It’s our first time in 
Meadow Lake for  an 
SBOA Conference, and 
the experience has been 
outstanding.  I want to thank 
Neil Marsh, our local host 
committee team leader, and 
Brant Hryhorczuk, your 
Conference Committee 
director for putting on such a 
great event and informative 
and interesting agenda.  
Great job and thank you to 
our hosts!

 I can tell you that my report today looks a lot 
different than it would have prior to October 8th.  The 
executive’s focus on our important initiatives such as 
training opportunities and pushing Building Official 
licensing program updates with the Government of 
Saskatchewan have been put aside for now.

 As everyone well knows by now, the Government 
of Saskatchewan is pursuing an initiative for an 
Alternative Compliance Model (ACM).  As you have 
hopefully seen through our information sharing, we 
feel the model weakens a Municipalities ability to 
provide public safety. The Alternative Compliance 
Model is being debated by stakeholders through a 
consultation package that offers a very unfair, one-
sided, biased view of the subject and that is very 
short in scope.

 We have committed to our membership to engage 
all of you for input.  This will start our campaign to 
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let all stakeholders, (in particular the municipalities 
and local authorities who this affects most), know  
the impact we have on public safety every day.  We 
will demonstrate that a Building Official working 
on behalf of local authority offers the most effective 
means of assuring safe, accessible, and compliant 
buildings where we all live, work, and play.

 We have recently made great strides towards 
our other crucial initiatives.  We have very positive 
news on the licensing and education fronts which 
we have been pursuing.  But the Alternative 
Compliance Model initiative from the Government 
of Saskatchewan has put all our initiatives on hold 
for now.  The use of SBOA volunteer and financial 
resources for our response to the ACM does not 
move any of our key initiatives forward.  It does not 
enhance the education and professional development 
of Building Officials.  It does not improve our 
members’ opportunities to advance their careers.  
But it has somehow become a priority for the 
Government of Saskatchewan Building Standards 
and Licensing branch above all of our own, and we 
will do what is necessary.

Sincerely,
Chris Gates, LBO3, A.Sc.T., CRBO

President
Saskatchewan Building Officials Association



S.B.O.A.
LIST OF NEW MEMBERS
Carolyn Emperingham Swift Current, SK
Larry Gauthier Weyburn, SK
Xiang Luo Saskatoon, SK
Ken MacDonald Rosetown, SK
Conrad Misponas Pinehouse, SK
Paul Pongco Saskatoon, SK
Jackie Pridgeon Weyburn, SK

SBOA Business Meeting:
Minutes and reports from the 

executive and committee chairman 

were presented and adopted.

SBOA would like to thank the 
host committee for all of their 

work on putting together a 
successful conference. The 
committee was comprised 

of Brant Hryhorczuk, Neil & 
Audrey Marsh.

 Our conference resorted to more visual training and 
presentations from what we are used to in the past. The 
tour of the Meadow Lake OSB plant was very informative 
and interesting to see how OSB is manufactured. Some of 
the highlights was information on how many logs are needed 
per day to allow this plant to operate efficiently. The plant 
requires a minimum of 49 truckloads of logs per day and 
normally there are 200 trucks per day stock piling logs.

 We watched the machinery remove the bark from the logs 
and were told how the bark dulls the knives very quickly. This 
plant uses no natural gas and is heated entirely by burning 
the bark that is removed from the logs. This is amazing when 
you see how much heat is used to not only heat the plant but 
used in the process of the OSB sheets.

 Each 12 hour shift employs a 14 person crew. The plant 
has a capacity of 12,000,000 square feet of OSB in storage.

 Watching the strands being pressed from 3.5 inch thick 
flakes was amazing. The force of the hydraulic press is 40,000 
pounds per square inch with a temperature of 200 degrees 
Celsius for 7 seconds and you end up with 7/16 inch sheaths 
of OSB.

 The plant manufacturer’s specialty OSB which is used for 
I-Joists, rim board and also OSB that is sent to Japan. 

October 21, 2015

Meadow Lake OSB Tour:



Thursday, October 22, 2015

 Chris Gates the SBOA President approached 
the general membership and discussed the SBOA 
platform that the executive has developed in regards 
to the Alternative Compliance Model draft proposal 
from the Government Relations Ministry that could 
impact Building Officials and the entire Building 
Industry.
 On October 8, 2015, a consultation package 
regarding a provincial government initiative pursuing 
an Alternative Compliance Model (ACM) for 
Building and Accessibility Standards was distributed 
by the Chief Building Official in the Saskatchewan 
Ministry of Government Relations.
 As you consider the ACM consultation package, it 
will become obvious that the scope of the proposal and 
the information to support the proposal is incomplete.  
How can a local authority even consider the impact of 
this model without a discussion about liability?
 A letter outlining the SBOA concerns with the 
consultation package was written to the Minister of 
Government Relations.  The SBOA outlined concerns 
with how the Government had prepared a very 
unfair, biased, one-side platform and put it in front 
of stakeholders to debate.  Our first objective was to 
have the package withdrawn and replaced with a fair 
presentation of the issues.
 Some of our key questions regarding how the ACM 
consultation package was written are as follows:
 1. The package tries to demonstrate how it is 

aligned with the principals of the UBAS Act and 
Regulations.  How does self-enforcement align 
with the UBAS legislative framework ‘conflict of 
interest’ principal that no Building Official shall 
(UBAS Regs 9(1)):

	 •	assist	in	the	laying	out	of	any	work,
	 •	assist	in	any	construction	work,
	 •	or	 act	 in	 the	 capacity	 of	 an	 engineering	 or	

architectural consultant.

 2. Page 1 of 1, third paragraph implies that the 
entire mining sector has raised a concern with 
the current model, and that “they, in particular” 
would like to see adoption of this alternative 
compliance model.  Correspondence to the 
SBOA initiated by the Saskatchewan Mining 
Association would suggest as an Association, 
they have not been involved at all to this point 
with the initiative for an alternative compliance 
model.  Who or what is really driving the 

initiative is unknown.  This leaves us wondering 
if the initiative is even warranted, or wanted by 
any industry.

 3. How does the writer justify or explain the 
following ‘advantages’? Who are they advantages 
for, and what information were the statements 
founded on?

	 •	improved	 relationships	 between	 project	
proponent and local authorities;

	 •	reduced	onsite	need	for	building	officials;
	 •	more	timely	progress	on	permit	issuance	and	

construction schedules;
	 •	decreased	cost	of	compliance;	and
	 •	Improved	value	for	services	rendered.

 4. The consultation package provides two 
questions listing and discussing ‘advantages’ 
of the ACM.  There is no discussion on 
disadvantages.  Is the Government implying 
there are no disadvantages to this initiative?  
Was there a reason they chose not to include 
any disadvantages?

    As far as what the program itself would look 
like in your jurisdiction, the ACM does not 
allow for any objective review of plans or on-
site inspections.  Your current building code 
enforcement system will be obsolete where 
owners choose the ACM.  As local authorities, 
you will have no role or say in plan review, 
and your code enforcement program will not 
include any on-site inspections. Your role 
in “enforcement” will be reduced to chasing 
owners and their consultants for paper and 
signatures.

 The SBOA message going forward will be simple.  
A program that allows an owner to provide assurance 
from consultants working on behalf of an owner, on a 
project the consultants themselves designed, is quite 
simply a less reliable, less vigorous, less effective 
means of providing public safety.  We see the impact 
our code enforcement programs have every day on 
all projects, including the ones led by professional 
designers.  Safe, accessible, compliant buildings 
where we live, work, and play is our goal.

TEACHER: Maria, go to the map and find North America. 
MARIA: Here it is. 
TEACHER: Correct.  Now class, who discovered America? 
CLASS: Maria.



Thursday October 22, 2015

 Where does your lumber come from? We were briefed about 
Mistic Management Ltd. by General Manager Al Balisky
 NorSask Forest Products operates in Meadow Lake, 
Saskatchewan and is owned by the Meadow Lake Tribal Council 
(MLTC). It is one of the largest First Nations-owned sawmills 
in Canada. The profits of MLTC-RDI support economic 
development, social programs, employment and infrastructure 
in the nine First Nations communities represented in MLTC.
The sawmill is one of the few First Nations-owned sawmills in 
the world and has remained in continuous production, offering 
reliable employment, through many downturns in their industry. 
They currently employ roughly 75 full-time people in the mill 
alone.
 The mill produces high-quality SPF (spruce, pine, fir) stud 
lumber sold in Canada, the United States and overseas. The 
site consists of a sawmill with three log breakdown lines, a wood 
yard, and three dry kilns. The mill’s production capacity is 
currently 160 million board feet of lumber annually, enough to 
frame over ten thousand 2,000 sq.ft. homes.
 Through the forest management arm, Mistik Management 
Ltd, they sustainably manage 1.8 million hectares of boreal 
forest and are committed to stewardship of the environment. 
Mistik is the licensee in a perpetual forest management 
agreement with the Province of Saskatchewan and is certified 
to the standard of the Forest Stewardship Council. For more 
information about Mistik’s certifications and services to us, 
please visit www.mistik.ca
 NorSask is committed to maintaining its success for the long 
term benefit of its First Nations shareholders

Lumber
 NorSask produces exceptional-quality SPF (spruce, pine, fir) 
lumber in 2×3, 2×4 and 2×6 studs, in lengths ranging from 

Todd Russell and Al Balisky

five feet to nine feet. Our studs are kiln-dried and heat-treated 
(KD-HT), making them strong, long-lasting and resistant to 
decay and insects.

Pellets
In 2012 we began exploring opportunities in manufacturing 
softwood pellets from the mill’s planer shavings. Pellets, a 
renewable energy source, have long been popular in Europe, 
but they are relatively new to the North American market. 
Norsask is currently developing internal markets for district 
heating applications in our Northern communities.

Murphy has some additional laws you may not be 
aware of:
MURPHY’S OTHER 15 LAWS
1. Light travels faster than sound.  This is why some people 
appear bright until you hear them speak.
2. A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing 
well.
3. He who laughs last, thinks slowest.
4. A day without sunshine is like, well, night.
5. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.
6. Those who live by the sword get shot by those who don’t.
7. Nothing is foolproof to a sufficiently talented fool.
8. The 50-50-90 rule: Anytime you have a 50-50 chance 
of getting something right, there’s a 90% probability you’ll 
get it wrong.
9. It is said that if you line up all the cars in the world end-
to-end, someone from Alberta would be stupid enough to 
try to pass them.
10. If the shoe fits, get another one just like it.
11. The things that come to those who wait, may be the 
things left by those who got there first.
12. Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach a man 
to fish and he will sit in a boat all day drinking beer.
13. Flashlight: A case for holding dead batteries.

14. God gave you toes as a device for finding furniture in 
the dark.
15. When you go into court, you are putting yourself in the 
hands of twelve people who weren’t smart enough to get 
out of jury duty.

I Just Realized Something:
My dog sleeps about 20 hours a day.
He has his food prepared for him.
His meals are provided at no cost to him.
He visits the Doctor once a year for his checkup and again 
during the year, if any medical needs arise.
For this he pays nothing, and nothing is required of him.
He lives in a nice neighbourhood in a house that is much 
larger than he needs, but he is not required to do any upkeep.
If he makes a mess, someone else cleans it up.
He has his choice of luxurious places to sleep.
He receives these accommodations absolutely free.
He is living like a king and has absolutely no expenses 
whatsoever.
All of his costs are picked up by others who earn a living.
I was just thinking about all this, and suddenly it hit me like 
a ton of bricks ~
My dog is a Canadian Senator!



Thursday October 22, 2015

 The SBOA membership enjoyed another homemade dinner 
and were than on our way to NorSask Forest Products mill 
which is a 40 minute drive from Meadow Lake. The afternoon 
was dedicated to a tour through the mill and seeing how our 
dimensional lumber is processed from the local forestry.

TEACHER: Clyde, your composition 
on ‘My Dog’ is exactly the same as your 
brother’s.
Did you copy his? 
CLYDE: No sir, it’s the same dog. 
(I want to adopt this kid!!!) 



Thursday October 22, 2015 
Postech Screw Piles:
Presented by Al McFarlane who works for Postech. 
This presentation was actually done outside and 
we were shown how easy these screw piles are 
installed. During the presentation they showed 
how they derive the torque and compare it with 
their charts.
These piles are used for many different applications 
which include residential, commercial and 
Industrial. Postech also supplies many attachments 
in order to anchor beams and columns to the pile.

Friday October 23, 2015 

“Basic Soil Science” 
 The presenter was Roger Nesdoly who is General 
Manager for Mistik Management. The presentation 
was on how to understand soils as they apply to 
foundations; Field soil texture determination. Roger 
explained that soils are either organic or inorganic. 
Organic soils come from the decomposition of 
something that is living whether it is plant or animal 
material.
 We learned that sandy soils have more voids than 
do clay soils which are very dense. Coarse soils are 
much better to place foundations on. Clays actually 
attract water and white clays are most desirable for 
foundations. White mud clay is used for the making 
of pottery. Silt on the other hand has no bonding 
and does not stick together as clay does. The key 
to stable foundations is control of water above and 
below. Getting a Geo Tech report for the placement 
of foundations always reduces the risk. Gary Martens and Roger Nesdoly
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Friday October 23, 2015
Building Standards – Code 
Panel Discussion:
 This session was presented by Bill Hawkins from the 
Building Standards Unit. He discussed some of the many 
questions that are asked of Building Standards over the 
year and shared his dialogue and code interpretations with 
the membership. The following is a list of new or updated 
advisories:

•	 Fire	Alarm	Monitoring
•	 Safety	in	Your	Home
•	 Shipping	Containers
•	 Clearance	Above	Cook	tops
•	 Snow	Loads	on	Roof
•	 Bedroom	Windows
•	 Electrical
•	 Carbon	Monoxide	Alarms
•	 Portable	Fire	Extinguishers

Next Bill discussed the Alternative Compliance Model and 
the 5 Principals
 1. The owner is responsible for compliance
 2. The local authority (municipality) is responsible for 

administration and enforcement.
 3. The government is responsible for the legislative 

framework and high level policy.
 4 The building official works for the local authority.
 5. Professional designers (architects and professional 

engineers) are required for the design or design review 
of all buildings and building systems in the scope of Part 
3 of the NBC and for Part 4 design and work for the 
owner.

Dan Knutson and Bill Hawkins

The next discussion included the issues with the Alternative 
Compliance Model which was something that was not 
explained in the Draft.
The Issues
	 •	 Risks
	 •	 Liability
	 •	 Process
	 •	 Continued	enforcement
	 •	 Continued	responsibility	of	the	local	authority	
	 •	 Continued	responsibility	of	building	official
	 •	 Thresholds	(monetary,	size,	occupancy,	other)
	 •	 Value	of	services
	 •	 Any	other	issue	brought	by	any	group	that	submits	a	

response to the request for consultation.

In conclusion Bill discussed the next steps.
The	Next	Steps
	 •	 Answer	questions	from	consultation	groups
	 •	 Receive	all	consultation	submissions
	 •	 Analyze	the	submissions
	 •	 Report	to	Government
	 •	 Seek	further	direction

City of Meadow Lake mayor Gary Vidal providing remarks 
about the community.



Friday October 23, 2015 
Uponor	–	13D	Sprinklers 

presented by Dan Kirkpatrick.

 Dan Kirkpatrick from Uponor made a presentation 
on residential sprinkler systems. These sprinkler 
systems are becoming mandatory in some jurisdictions 
in Canada especially where the availability of a fire 
department is outside response times set by fire 
departments. Single family dwellings can have an 
economical sprinkler system installed that complies 
with NFPA 13D standard. These sprinkler systems 
run in conjunction with the plumbing system so every 
time you shower or use any plumbing appliance water 
is also flowing through the sprinkler lines ensuring 
that there is never any stagnant water in the system 
and in fact is doing a flow test regularly. We were 
treated to a visual demonstration on how the fittings 
are installed and how they are virtually always stable 
as far as leaking.

 Dale Wagner and Dan Kirkpatrick

Friday October 23, 2015 
Meadow	Lake	Properties	–
Burn Demonstration

 Local developer Meadow Lake Properties has 
adopted residential sprinklers as the standard 
for their new homes and in conjunction with the 
Meadow Lake Fire Department provided a live 
demonstration on 2 small structures. The first 
structure had a residential sprinkler system and 
the second structure did not. On the first structure 
the smoke alarm sounded within 15 seconds from 
the time of ignition and in less than 1 minute the 
sprinkler head extinguished the fire. The structure 
was left with minimal damage and the fire was 
out in a minute. The second structure was totally 
engulfed in flames and destroyed within 5 minutes. 
This proves how sprinkler systems can save lives 
and properties because in most cases there will not 
be a fire department response within the 5 minutes.

My wife hosted a dinner party for all our friends, some of whom 
we hadn’t seen for ages, and everyone was encouraged to bring 
their children along as well.
All throughout dinner my wife’s best friend’s four-year-old 
daughter stared at me as I sat opposite her.   The girl could 
hardly eat her food for staring.
I checked my shirt for spots, felt my face for food, and patted my 
hair in place; but nothing stopped her from staring at me. I tried 
my best to just ignore her, but finally it was too much for me.
I asked her, “Why are you staring at me?”
Everyone at the table had noticed her behavior, and the table 
went quiet, waiting for her response.
The little girl said, “I’m just waiting to see how you drink like 
a fish.”



Editorial by Newsletter Chairperson 
Dale Wagner

BUILDING INSPECTORS:
THE SILENT DEFENDERS

By Tony Falcone
 How is it that we can be so carefree about 
building safety? The answer is embodied by the 
men and women who go about their daily duties as 
building inspectors to ensure that minimum life, 
health and safety standards are followed. Their 
proactive and preventive enforcement of our 
building codes have afforded this nation a level of 
comfort and safety that is unmatched anywhere 
in the world. Despite this, how many of the 
people in our communities know what building 
inspectors do? Ask any elementary school student 
to describe the responsibilities of a fire—fighter or 
police officer and he or she will almost certainly be 
able to give you some sort of description, but ask 
about building inspectors and you will probably 
get a blank stare. Are these devoted individuals 
any less heroic because they prevent the fires 
rather than extinguishing them? The difference 
is that one is catastrophic and newsworthy and 
the other unnoticed. When building inspectors 
are noticed, they are often considered nuisances 
or agents of an invasive bureaucracy. It takes 
years of experience and schooling to achieve 
the knowledge required to become a Building 
Inspector. They must understand and apply 
thousands of ever-changing and evolving code 
requirements. These professionals have never 
been self-promoting. They don’t wear recognizable 
uniforms or regularly visit schools to talk about 
building safety, but maybe they should. Then 
children would learn early on about all of the men 
and women who serve and protect us everyday. If 
the public had the ability to realize the countless 
thousands of lives saved by building inspectors, 
they would surely honor them with the highest 
respect. But even if that never happens, these 
silent defenders will continue their dutiful sentry, 
as they have for over 100 years to promote and 
preserve life, health and safety in this country. 

This editorial is solely the opinion of the writer 
and does not necessarily reflect the opinions of 
the Saskatchewan Building Officials Association 
or our membership.

In Memory of
TRACEY LANG  -  It is with heavy hearts that Rempel 
Engineering & Management in Saskatoon announce 
that a member of their staff, Tracey Lang, passed 
away unexpectedly on September 12, 2015 at the age 
of 26 due to complications related to colon cancer. 
Tracey was a kind, generous, loving spirit who will 
be missed immensely by her husband of two years 
Wildrew, their new baby girl Flynn, and by all those 
who were fortunate enough to have known her.

The	 S.B.O.A.	 wishes	 to	 thank	 the	
following Sponsors: 
City of Meadow Lake
Parkland Hardware & Building Supplies
Norsask Forest Products & Tolko
Pineridge Ford
Meadow Lake Properties
Home Hardware
Acklands

We would also like to thank all those 
individuals and organizations that donated 
prizes for the conference.  A special thank-
you to the ladies who prepared the meals for 
us. These meals were some of the best that 
the membership has had for our conferences. 
Your support is greatly appreciated. A special 
thanks to Ryan Shepherd who graciously 
donated 2 signed Andrew Albers jerseys 
from the Toronto Blue Jays which in turn 
were raffled off to raise funds in memory of 
Tracey Lang. 
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s.B.O.A. sPRINg CONFERENCE 
April 20 - 22, 2016

Home Inn & suites, swift Current, sK

1411 Battleford Trail East
swift Current, saskatchewan  s9H 5N5  
Toll Free Reservations: 1-844-878-7788 

Phone: 306.778.7788 
Fax: 306.778.6788 

Email: homeinnsc@d3h.ca 

Book rooms early as a block of rooms is only held for a period of time.


