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 What a fantastic event!
 I would like to start by congratulating everyone 
involved in putting together the Saskatchewan Building 
Officials Association 2015 Spring Conference and 
50th Anniversary Celebration.  I want to thank the 
host committee for all the work they have done, the 
conference chair for the excellent informative agenda, 
and the rest of the executive, and all the other volunteers, 
who put the time in to put together such a tremendous 
celebration.  In addition to the excellent offering of topics 
and presentations, our 50th Anniversary Celebration 
includes an entertaining companion’s program, a ride on 
the Prairie Lily river boat for a tour of Saskatoon’s shores 
along the South Saskatchewan, an incredible collection of SBOA 
history and archival information on display to help us reflect on 
our 50 year history, a busy and informative Trade Show, and a 
very special celebration of our history as we honor a few of the 
great volunteers who have served our association in the past at 
our President’s Gala during the conference banquet.
 Great job everyone, you deserve our gratitude.
 During the conference opening remarks, we reviewed the 
objectives of the SBOA – the common thread was advancing 
our skills, training, and knowledge as Building Officials, to 
promote uniform interpretation of codes, and do this through 
our industry partnerships.  In simple terms, make our members 
better Building Officials.
 I don’t know exactly when these objectives were put down 
on paper, but I bet 50 years ago if you asked a Building Official 
what was important to them, and what they’d like to see from 
an association, they would come up with a very similar list of 
objectives.
 I also would bet, that if you asked a Building Official from 
anywhere else across the country, their list of objectives would 
be very much the same.
 The Alliance of Canadian Building Officials Associations board 
has joined us this week.  The SBOA is very proud to play host to 
the ACBOA board for their spring meetings, and we are excited 
they could join us to help us celebrate our 50th Anniversary.
 ACBOA is a working group made up of representatives from 
Building Official Associations, just like ours, from across the 
country.
 We’re all out there doing the same job, with the same goals, 
and the same challenges.  It can only stand to reason, that we 
would all benefit from working together.
 The vision of ACBOA is to unify training and education of 
Building Officials across Canada.   To promote the profession of 

Building Officials and the uniform application and 
interpretation of building codes within Canada.
 We saw a great example of this back in March 

when the SBOA was the first to deliver a new ACBOA training 
program, “Part 9 – Small Buildings”, which is the very first of 
its kind.  Training, based entirely on the National Building Code, 
at its root.  Uniform building code training designed to be used 
by Building Officials across the country.
 The SBOA has a strong history of involvement and support 
of the Alliance of Canadian Building Officials Associations.  It 
makes no sense to work in a vacuum.  We have benefited, and 
will continue to benefit from being plugged into the national 
conduit.
 I was asked by an ACBOA delegate how we keep our 
membership so strong, after all, like themselves, our association 
is completely volunteer membership – no one needs to be a 
member to be able to work in the province.
 And I thought, well that is a great question…why do we have 
such a large, active membership?  Why do our members keep 
coming to conferences and training sessions?  And the obvious 
answer would be, of course, so they can hear Jerry’s jokes at the 
banquet.
 But in addition to that, I decided it must be that for 50 
years now, the SBOA really has been the industry leader 
in Saskatchewan for providing training, skill development 
opportunities, and professional development opportunities for 
building officials, and many other industry stakeholders.
 We have great partners, and great partnerships.  We represent 
building officials who are capable, knowledgeable, and eager to 
advance their skills.
 We will continue to work towards our association objectives, 
and to help our members be better Building Officials!

Chris Gates
President

SBOA



Building Code Training for Canadians - 
Series 1 - 1995

This course provides the education and licensing 
exam requirements to obtain a Class 1 Building 

Official License.

“A comprehensive home study of the National 
Building Code of Canada one & two unit 

dwellings.”

Contact: Amanda Neiszner
Division Assistant, Programming and Student 

Services
BCTC Administrator

306-848-2533
ANeiszner@southeastcollege.org 

www.southeastcollege.org
P.O. Box 1565 Weyburn, Saskatchewan S4H 0T1

Fax: (306) 848-2524

S.B.O.A.
LIST OF NEW MEMBERS
Femi Ajayi Unity, SK
Bobby Baker Regina, SK
Stephanie Billard Regina, SK
Nicole Bogard Regina, SK
Jeremy Chalupiak Regina, SK
Kelten Comrie Saskatoon, SK
Janelle Cox North Battleford, SK
Joel Cuarte Saskatoon, SK
Shelly Deener Regina, SK
Luc Durand Saskatoon, SK
Errol Fisher Saskatoon, SK
Sheldon Goertzen Saskatoon, SK
Christopher Greedus La Ronge, SK
John Guenther Prince Albert, SK
Bethany Jones Saskatoon, SK
Darnell Ogrodnick Regina, SK
Chad Petkau Waldheim, SK
Dale Senkow Warman, SK
Nelson Williamson Regina, SK
Ken Woodhouse Whitewood, SK
Tanda Wunder-Buhr Saskatoon, SK

SBOA would like to thank the host committee 
for all of their work on putting together a 
successful conference. The committee was 
comprised of Gary Martens, Len Semko, 
Dwayne Williams, Chris Gates, Kerri Gates, 
Brant Hryhorczuk, Ryan Shepherd and 
LeRoy Evenson.

 Researchers for the University of Saskatchewan (U of 
S) found over 200 dead crows near Saskatoon’s Circle 
Drive recently, and there was concern that they may 
have died from Avian Flu.
 A Bird Pathologist examined the remains of all the 
crows, and, to everyone’s relief, confirmed the problem 
was definitely NOT Avian Flu.  The cause of death 
appeared to be vehicular impacts.
 However, during the detailed analysis it was noted 
that varying colors of paints appeared on the bird’s 
beaks and claws.
 By analyzing these paint residues it was determined 
that 98% of the crows had been killed by impact with 
trucks, while only 2% were killed by an impact with 
a car.
 The U of S then hired an Ornithological Behaviorist to 
determine if there was a cause for the disproportionate 
percentages of truck kills versus car kills. He very 
quickly concluded the cause:  When crows eat road 
kill, they always have a look-out crow in a nearby tree 
to warn of impending danger.
 They discovered that while all the lookout crows 
could shout “Cah”, not a single one could shout 
“Truck".

 Delegates at the Wednesday morning presentation 

City of Saskatoon Mayor Don Atchison

Newfoundlander Directions... 
An American tourist was visiting a small village in 
Newfoundland. He approached a local person and 
asked, “What’s the quickest way to Marystown?” 
The local, scratched his head, “Are ya walking ER 
driving?” he asked the stranger. “I’m driving,” said 
the stranger. “Well, That’s the quickest way.” said the 
Newfoundlander.”



 Avinash Gupta, a licensed Professional 
Engineer and a Class 3 Building Official 
gave a presentation on the classification 
of buildings.
 At the end of this session, we understand 
the rationale underlying National Building 
Code of Canada 2010 requirements 
for classification of any building. We 
were also able to differentiate between 
an occupancy and a major occupancy 
including subsidiary occupancy as well 
as differentiating between a residential, 
business and personal services, care and 
an assembly occupancy as outlined in the 
Code. 
 Building code is a set of minimum 
provisions / standards (enforceable by law) / regulations for the 
safety of buildings with respect to: fire protection, public health, 
structural sufficiency, barrier free requirements / accessibility 
and once the National Energy Code is adopted will reflect on 
the conservation of energy 
The NBC establishes minimum standards for the following: 
Construction of new buildings, Additions, Alterations, Change 
of Major Occupancy, Reconstruction, demolition, removal 
and relocation. It also applies to both site-built and factory-
constructed buildings. 
 Since it is practically difficult to determine whether a factory-
constructed building complies with the Code once it has been 
delivered to the construction site with many of its wall, roof and 
floor assembly covered making its components difficult to inspect, 
the Code permits inspection at the manufacturer’s workshop 
in compliance with CAN/CSA-A277.  CAN/CSA-A277 is a 
standard dealing with the “Procedure for Factory Certification of 
Buildings” for periodic unannounced inspections of its products. 
Please be advised, CAN/CSA-A277 is building code, only a 
procedure for certifying compliance of factory-constructed 
components with a building code or other standard.

What is the purpose of the Code?
Guidelines to the industry for satisfactory product manufacturing, 
Setting insurance rates, 
Settling disputes, 
Provides a level playing field, 
To maintain consistency in plan review 
Reduces the level of chaos that having no regulations would 
create. 

There are Six (6) Major Occupancy Classifications 
1. Assembly Occupancies – Group A 
2. Detention, Care & Treatment and Care Occupancies-Group B 
3. Residential Occupancies – Group C 
4. Business and Personal Services Occupancies – Group D 
5. Mercantile Occupancies– Group E 
6. Industrial Occupancies– Group F 

 The term Major Occupancy shall not be confused with 
Occupancy. Occupancy means the use or intended use of a 
building or part thereof for the shelter [structure that protects, 
for example from sun and rain] or support of persons, animals 

Thursday, May 21, 2015
Avinash Gupta, P.Eng. - Classification of Buildings:

or property.
 ( D e f i n i t i o n  o f  M a j o r 
Occupancy-1.4.1.2.) Major occupancy 
means the principal occupancy for which a 
building or part thereof is used or intended 
to be used, and shall be deemed to include 
the subsidiary occupancies which are an 
integral part of the principal occupancy. 
 In simpler words, major occupancy 
refers to Principal occupancy + subsidiary 
occupancy
 “The Concise Oxford and Webster’s 
New World” dictionary defines ‘subsidiary’ 
as: Serving to assist or supplement; 
auxil iary; being in a subordinate 
relationship, and defines ‘principal’ as: 

First in rank or importance; one to which another is subordinate. 
In other words, subsidiary occupancy shall have a direct 
relationship and shall compliment principal occupancy.
 Assembly occupancy means the occupancy or the use of a 
building, or part thereof, by a gathering of persons for civic, 
political, travel, religious social, educational, recreational or like 
purposes, or for the consumption of food or drink.
 Business and personal services occupancy {Group D} 
means the occupancy or use of a building or part thereof for 
the transaction of business or the rendering or receiving of 
professional or personal services. 
 No sleeping or living is permitted in Group D major occupancy 
under any circumstances.
 Residential occupancy {Group C} means the occupancy or 
use of a building or part thereof by persons for whom sleeping 
accommodation is provided but who are not harboured or 
detained to receive medical care or treatment or are not 
involuntarily detained. 
 Dwelling unit means a suite operated as a housekeeping unit, 
used or intended to be used as a domicile by 1 or more persons 
and usually containing cooking, eating, living, sleeping and 
sanitary facilities.
 Classification of a repair garage: A repair garage and any 
ancillary {subsidiary} spaces serving it, including waiting rooms, 
reception rooms, tool and parts storage areas and supervisory 
office space, shall be separated from other occupancies by a fire 
separation having a fire-resistance rating not less than 2 h.
 The SBOA membership would like to thank Avinash for 
sharing his insight and expertise which enhances our conferences. 

Dan Knutson & Avinash Gupta

SBOA Business 
Meeting:

Minutes and reports from 
the executive and committee 
chairman were presented and 

adopted.



May 20, 2015
National Research Council – Mid Rise 
Wood Frame Construction:

Presented by Andy Laroche from Ottawa.
 This presentation 
was our Wednesday 
morning workshop 
and was well attended 
by approximately 
200 people.
 In the early stages 
of the presentation 
Andy explained what 
the Codes actually 
a c c o m p l i s h  a n d 
some of the things 
included that they 
enable construction 
companies to grow 
and they facilitate 
t o  m a r k e t  n e w 
construction products We also learned that he Codes have been 
around since 1941.
 In the 2015 Code there will be a new article in 3.2.2 for 
residential occupancies. It will allow up to 6-story combustible 
buildings. Obviously the rules will be much more stringent. The 
area of these buildings will diminish based on stories for example 
1 storey up to 9000 ft2, 2 story up to 4500 ft2, 3 story up to 
3000 ft2, 4 story up to 2250 ft2, 5 story up to 1800 ft2 and 6 
story only 1500 ft2.
 The maximum building height will be 18 meters and the 
highest roof limit will be 25 meters if roof is Class A or non-
combustible. Non-combustible cladding will only be allowed if 
not exceeding 10% of the exterior.
 There will also be more restrictions on the construction site 
such as a fence surrounding the work area, smoking in designated 
areas only, Disposal chutes and certain bin clearance from the 
buildings. There will be a requirement for water supply whether 
it is by hydrant or tankers.
 There will also be a requirement of stairs installed as each 
story goes up and also building signage not only for the address 
but signage for each floor so you know where you are at.
 In conclusion these buildings should not be more hazardous than 
non-combustible buildings. This was a very good presentation 
and we thank NRC and Andre for giving us the perspective of 
the new upcoming 2015 National Building Code and some of 
the major changes.

Men socialize by insulting each other, but 

they don’t mean it. Women socialize by 

complimenting each other, and they don’t 

mean it either.

 Jerry Wintonyk and Andre Laroche

Conference participants enjoying a ride on the Prairie Lily 
through Saskatoon’s beautiful river on Wednesday afternoon.

Thursday May 21, 2015
The Truth about Fire Protection:

Presented by Trevor Morrissey who is the 
Fire Chief in Yorkton

 I n  t h i s 
p r e s e n t a t i o n 
Trevor explained 
that fire protection 
starts with every 
individual as well as 
Building Officials. 
So the question was 
what has changed 
over the years? To 
start with houses 
have grown from an 
average size of 144 
m2 to 200 m2. The 
layout of homes has 
changed from small 
box type rooms to massive open floor areas. The construction 
materials have changed from solid dimensional lumber to light 
weigh construction such as truss and I joists. Our houses now have 
a much higher fuel load. Even our furnishings have changed that 
adds to the fuel load and how the materials intensify the fire.
 Fire departments are also being asked to do more with less 
equipment and less training. So with all of these things put 
together, houses now have a faster fire growth when exposed to 
fire conditions, which also results in a decreased time for flash 
over when all of the combustibles within the house reach their 
ignition temperature. We would like to thank Trevor for his 
interesting presentation.

Norm Kindred & Trevor Morrissey

Entertainment at the banquet



Thursday May 21, 2015 
Code Development:

Presented by 
Margaret Kuzyk 

FEC P.Eng.
 W e  w e r e 
honoured to have 
Margaret present 
at our anniversary 
c o n f e r e n c e . 
M a r g a r e t  i s 
a  p a s t  C h i e f 
Building Official 
with the province 
of Saskatchewan 
and it was our 
pleasure to have 
her back to do 
this presentation. Margaret started out talking about the 
construction industry and how it is a 130 Billion dollar 
per year industry with over 1 million workers. The first 
codes were introduced in 1941 and many people would be 
interested to know that it is stakeholder driven. The first 
Objective Based Code was introduced in 2005.
 We are awaiting the 2015 National Building Code and 
some of the hot topics or at least hot issues were discussed 
briefly. The following issues were touched on:
	 •	Mid	Rise	Buildings
	 •	10	minute	response	time	by	fire	departments
	 •	Stair	dimensions
	 •	Firefighter	Protection
	 •	Water	use	efficiency
	 •	Design	of	guards
	 •	Future	energy	efficiency
	 •	Concrete	Strength
	 •	Energy	use	intensity
	 •	Low	permeance	on	exterior	walls
	 •	Farm	Building	Code
	 •	Post	Disaster	Buildings
	 •	Alterations	to	existing	buildings
	 •	Shared	accommodations
 As you can see there were many interesting topics and we 
would have liked to keep Margaret much longer. Thanks 
Margaret for helping to make our conference such a success.

Jerry Wintonyk & Margaret Kuzyk

Board of Directors for the Alliance of Canadian Building 
Officials Association (ACBOA) Aubrey LeBlanc (CAO OBOA), 
Dean Findlay (ACBOA President), Chris Gates (SBOA), Fred 
Cornelssen (ABOA), Ron Dickinson (BOABC), John Jackson 
(NBBOA), Rick Grimshaw (MBOA), Alex Campbell (MBOA), 
Manjit Sohi (BOABC).

Saskatchewan Building Officials Association (SBOA) board of 
Directors Gary Martens, Todd Russell, Jerry Wintonyk Chris 
Gates, Dan Knutson, LeRoy Evenson Dale Wagner, Ryan 
Shepherd and Norm Kindred.

The former Presidents of SBOA who were in attendance. Back 
row Wayne Lee, Doug Mulhall, Terry Rolleston, Peter Halayka, 
Bill Hawkins and Len Semko. Front row Jerry Wintonyk and 
Dan Knutson.

Bob Germann & Jerry Wintonyk. This was for recognizing Bob’s 
long term service to SBOA and his outstanding achievement in 
helping to develop the “Building Code for Canadians” Series 
1 course.  SBOA 50th Anniversary cake



 This presentation was on fire resistance of 
structural steel and foamed plastic.
 The National Building Code of Canada 
specifically allows certain materials to be used 
as thermal barriers for foamed plastic insulation. 
For materials that are not specifically identified, 
the National Building Code of Canada stipulates 
testing requirements to determine if the material 
may be used as a thermal barrier. 
3.1.5.12. Foamed plastic insulation….is 
protected from adjacent space in the building, 
by a thermal barrier consisting of 
 a) Gypsum wallboard
 b) Lath and plaster
 c) Masonry
 d) Concrete, or
 e) Any thermal barrier that meets the requirements of one 

of the Classifications when testing in conformance with 
CAN / ULC-S124 “Test for the Evaluation of Protective 
Coatings for Foamed Plastic”

 The CAN/ULC-S124 test method was developed to respond 
to the need for a small-scale test to enable the investigation of 
these protective coverings.

CLASSIFICATION A — If the temperature rise at the interface 
of the protective cover and the foamed plastic at the end of 15 
minutes has not exceeded 140°C average or 180°C at any one 
thermocouple, the protective cover is accorded a Classification 
of A.
 
CLASSIFICATION B — If the temperature rise at the interface 
of the protective cover and the foamed plastic at the end of 10 
minutes has not exceeded 140°C average or 180°C at any one 
thermocouple, the protective cover is accorded a Classification 
of B.
 
CLASSIFICATION C — If the temperature rise at the interface 
of the protective cover and the foamed plastic at the end of 15 
minutes has not exceeded 195°C average or 250°C at any one 
thermocouple, the protective cover is accorded a Classification 
of C.
 
CLASSIFICATION D — If the temperature rise at the interface 
of the protective cover and the foamed plastic at the end of 10 
minutes has not exceeded 195°C average or 250°C at any one 
thermocouple, the protective cover is accorded a Classification 
of D.

 In the US, the building code is similar in that it requires testing 
per NFPA 275 (ASTM E-119 and NFPA 286), or FM 4880, 
UL 1040 or UL 1715 provided the end-use is similar to the 
construction tested.
 These alternate tests (FM 4880, UL 1040 or UL 1715) have 
a slow Heat Release Rate, and are easier to pass than ULC –
CAN-S124M. 
 This exemption has allowed some Intumescent products to 
be marketed and used as thermal barriers in the US, but not 
in Canada as these products cannot meet the requirements for 

passing given in ULC –CAN-S124M or ULC 
CAN S101. 
 However…..there is now an issue with respect 
to thermal barriers in Canada
 There is a misunderstanding about some 
language in the NBC in respect to the fire 
protection of foamed plastics.  
 The code also allows for testing according to 
ULC-CAN S101. Clause 3.1.5.12.(4) (d) allows 
for the testing of materials in conformance with 
standard CAN/ULC-S101 to determine if they 
can be used as a thermal barrier for foamed 
plastic insulation in interior walls, within ceilings 
and within roof assemblies. The temperature 

rise at the interface of the deemed thermal barrier 
material and the foamed plastic insulation cannot exceed 
an average of 140 ºC for all the thermocouples or a maximum 
rise of 180 ºC at any single thermocouple for 20 minutes. In 
addition the material must stay in place for at least 40 minutes 
 However it applies different pass / fail criteria than given in 
the standard. 
 The ULC Standard requires temperatures to be measured 
across the assembly. The code requires that the temperatures 
be measured on the unexposed face of the thermal barrier.

The next topic was on fire resistance of structural steel.
A fireproofing product is:
	“Any product that, in the event of fire, actively or passively acts 

to reduce the rate of temperature rise of a building element”
	 Building elements are any part of a building 

necessary to maintain the structural integrity or 
prevent the spread of fire when exposed to elevated 
temperatures including beams (girders, trusses, 
joists), columns, floors, roofs, walls.

Steel loses strength (ability to carry load) as temperature 
increases
Approximately ~40% loss at 550 ºC

	 When the loads on steel exceed the ability to carry 
the load, steel distorts opening paths for smoke and 
fire to travel throughout a structure

•	 When walls and floors exceed the ignition 
temperatures, these combustibles can ignite even 
when not directly exposed to the fire itself

	 The (fire-resistance) rating of a material, assembly or 
materials or a structural member that is required to have 
a fire resistance rating, shall be determined on the basis of 
the results of tests conducted in conformance with CAN/
ULC-S101, “Fire Endurance Tests of Building Construction 
and Materials”.

•	 ASTM E-119 is almost the same as , but not sufficiently 
similar to CAN –ULC S-101 to allow it’s use in Canada

Columns (never loaded)
Average temp of steel < 538°C
Temp at any point < 648°C
Floors/Roofs (loaded)

– Average Temp Rise on Top of Deck < 121°C
Cotton pads on top side do not ignite

Thursday May 21, 2015
W.R. Grace and Co. - John Dalton

Continued on next page

 Dale Wagner & John Dalton



Unrestrained Classification 
Specimen shall sustain applied load
Average temperature of structural member < 593°C
Temperature at any point  < 704°C
Restrained Classification
Specimen shall sustain applied load
Temp criteria must be met for 1 hr or ½ the 
     duration of the test

What does this mean? 
	 •	 A	restrained	condition	in	a	fire	test	is	considered	to	

be one in which the expansion at the supports of a 
load-carrying element resulting from the effects of 
the fire is resisted by forces external to the element. 

	 •	 An	unrestrained	condition	is	one	in	which	the	load-
carrying element is free to expand and rotate at its 
supports.

	 •	 Restrained	 ratings	 are	 intended	 for	 application	 to	
assemblies and structural members considered 
suitable for use in building construction where the 
structural members are designed with continuity, 
or where the construction is otherwise expected to 
be restrained against thermal expansion under fire 
conditions. 

	 •	 An	unrestrained	rating	is	applied	to	assemblies	and	
structural members considered suitable for use in 
building construction where the structural members 
are simply supported and unrestrained against 
thermal expansion

	 •	 Canadian	designers	started	to	use	Limit	States	Design	
(LSD) for steel construction in 1975 when the first LSD 
standard was referenced by NBC along with Working 
Stress Design (WSD)

	 •	 The	NBC	1985	referenced	the	LSD	only	and	dropped	
WSD. 

	 •	 cUL	and	ULC	allowed	the	applications	of	all	their	WSD	
fire rated designs from 1975 to 2006 without comment 
on the different loads.  

	 •	 Since	 2004	 CAN/ULC-S101	 requires	 loads	 applied	
to test samples be calculated using the Limit States 
Design (LSD) method specified in the NBC or . 

	 •	 CAN/ULC-S101	also	requires	fire-resistive	assemblies	
with ratings obtained from samples tested with applied 
loads less than the maximum calculated value be 
identified as “Load Restricted - Assembly evaluated 
in accordance with Working Stress methods (WSD)”  
(ULC) or “Load Restricted for Canadian Applications”  
(cUL) 

	 •	 Repeated	 efforts	 by	 CSPA	 and	 Canadian	 Steel	
Construction Council to repeal LSD requirements will 
continue to fail

 SBOA appreciates presentations such as these to better 
understand the requirements in the NBC when it comes to 
fire protection of structural components.

Thursday May 21, 2015
W.R. Grace and Co. - John Dalton

Continued from previous page

Part 9 training certificate recipients Len Semko, Erroll Castle, 
Laurie Afseth, Bill Hudema, Herb Marshall, Kim Pedersen and 
Wayne Neufeld.

ACBOA certificate Recipients Associate Housing Part 9, 
Associate Part 3 Miles Hutchings, Brant Hryhorczuk, ACBOA 
President Dean Findley, & Gary Martens.

S.B.O.A. Newsletter
is published twice a year for the information of our 
association members. Its purpose is to inform the members 
about conference topics and up-coming events. Comments, 
story ideas and suggestions about contents and format as 
well as any retirements or deaths, should be directed to:

Dale Wagner Newsletter Chairperson
P.O. Box 35

Hague, Saskatchewan
S0K 1X0

Home: (306) 225-2265
Fax: (306) 225-2196

e-mail:newsletter@sboa.sk.ca

Did You Know? 
Your job won’t take care of you when you are sick. Your 
friends will.  Stay in touch.
 
Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you need.
 
Each night before you go to bed, pray to God and be 
thankful for what you’ll accomplish, today.
 
Remember that you are too blessed to be stressed.



The presenter was Dave Gardner who is a Heavy Timber 
Specialist Structurlam Products LP.

WHY USE WOOD? The reason is because it is sustainable, 
adaptable, durable, strong and beautiful
Wood is the only renewable building material. Construction is 
responsible for:
•40%	of	energy	consumption
•40	%	of	greenhouse	gas	emissions
Concrete 8% of all greenhouse gas emissions, Steel is 4%

WHAT IS GLULAM? 
1. Invented over 150 years ago. 
2. Composed of individual wood laminations, or “lams”, 

specifically selected and positioned     in the timber. 
3. Bonded together with durable, moisture-resistant adhesives. 
4. Produced in depths from 6 - 96in or greater.
5. Available in lengths up to 100ft or greater.
6. Greater strength and stiffness than comparable dimensional 

lumber and, pound for pound, is stronger than steel.

WHAT IS CROSS LAMINATED TIMBER (CLT)? 
1. Produced in a large panel format (for example 10’ x 40’). 
2. Consists of 3 - 9 layers of lams alternating 90 degrees at each 

layer. 
3. Non-formaldehyde glues are applied between layers. 
4. Entire panel is placed in a large press. 
5. Results in a dimensionally stable building element for use in 

roof, floor or wall construction. 

CLT was first developed in Austria and Germany.
•In	early	90’s,	Austria	lead	an	academic	research	based	project	
and contemporary CLT was created.
•US	and	Canadian	building	codes	do	not	explicitly	 recognize	
mass timber systems, but this does not prohibit their use under 
alternative method provisions.
•In	the	2015	IBC,	recently	approved	changes	will	streamline	
the acceptance of CLT buildings.
•The	 2015	 IBC	 will	 recognize	 CLT	 products	 when	 they	 are	
manufactured according to the standard. In addition, CLT 
walls and floors may be permitted in all types of combustible 
construction, including Type IV buildings.
The benefits of using CLT is 
1. Structural benefits
2. Fire Performance
3. Reduced construction time
4. Environmental benefits
5. Structural benefits are 
•	Lower	self-weight	(compared	with	cast	in	place	concrete)	the	
foundations are reduced 
•Reliable	 thermal,	 acoustic,	 seismic	 and	 fire	 performance	 to	
satisfy building codes 

Spans 
Spans up to 7.5 m with no beams or columns (e.g., 230 mm 
7-ply floor) 

Cassette’ floors allow longer spans (e.g., 2x3-ply CLT slabs with 
Glulam beams in the middle). 

Span can go up to 20 m if “folded” structural CLT systems are 
used. 
Longer spans require Glulam columns or beams and trusses. 
Floors can be put directly on columns without carrying beams 
because of the effective potential of spreading point-loads. 

Tall Walls
•CLT	 provides	 lateral	 stability	 for	 tall	 walls.	 Additional	
reinforcing is not required.
CLT has excellent fire-resistance due to the thick cross-sections; 
when exposed to fire, char at a slow and predictable rate. 
CLT construction typically has fewer concealed spaces within wall 
and floor assemblies which also can reduce the risk of fire spread. 
Heavy timber and glulam behave the same way in fire conditions. 
CLT excellent fire performance facilitates code acceptance (FP 
Innovations and NRC Fire Testing Program). 

 This was a very informative presentation and I am sure 
answered many questions on the this type of wood construction 
and how it can be advantageous in so many ways.

Thursday, May 2, 2015
Canadian Wood Council – Cross Laminated Timber & Glulam:

Chris Gates, Rory Koska & Dave Gardner

No dictionary has ever been able to satisfactorily 
define the difference between “complete” and 
“finished.” However, during a recent linguistic 
conference, held in London, England, attended by 
some of the best linguists in the world, Samsundar 
Balgobin, was making a presentation when he 
was asked to make that very distinction. The 
question put to him by a colleague in the erudite 
audience was this: “Some say there is no difference 
between ‘complete’ and ‘finished.’ Could you please 
explain the difference in a way that is easy to 
understand.”Mr. Balgobin’s response: “When you 
marry the right woman, you are ‘complete.’ If you 
marry the wrong woman, you are ‘finished.’ And, 
if the right one catches you with the wrong one, 
you are “completely finished”.



This session was presented by the Building Standards Unit 
with Bill Hawkins, Paul Cook, Marvin Meickel and Len Semko 
sharing in the presentation. They discussed some of the many 
questions that are asked of Building Standards over the year 
and shared their dialogue and code interpretations with the 
membership.

Question
What changes have been made to the requirement for building 
official license renewal?
Answer
BSL has implemented changes that both quantify and qualify 
the acceptable level of activity required for renewal.
Question
What is value of construction and how should it be applied?
Answer
Value of construction is defined as the total costs to the owner 
for the building construction in its completed form and includes 
the cost of all building work, materials of construction, building 
systems, labour and overhead, and profit of the contractor and 
subcontractors.
Applied to houses and small building it should only include 
construction cost and not the costs of furnishings, equipment 
or land.
Applied to more complex projects it should not include the cost 
of infrastructure development or the cost of process equipment.
Question
When writing an order under section 17 of the UBAS Act to 
whom should the order be addressed?
Answer
In all situations the order must be given to the owner, recognizing 
that through the course of construction, completion and 
occupancy the owner may be different parties at different times.
Further, Section 17 of the UBAS Act specifically references who 
can be the recipients of an order.  Depending on the intent of the 
order, this may include the owner of the building or his agents, 
contractors, employees, successors or assigns or the registered 
owner of the land on which the building is situated.
Question
How does the NBC apply to farm buildings in Saskatchewan?
Answer
Farm buildings are exempted from application of the NBC in 
Saskatchewan.
“farm building” means a building associated with a farming 
operation and includes a residence consisting of not more than 
two dwelling units, but does not include building associated 
with commercial operations, multiple-occupancy residences of 
assembly buildings.
Question
Is there a certain height from the standing surface of the [bath] 
tub to the bottom of the window where we [building officials] 
could request either a guard or safety glass?
Answer
Where this questions applies to a single-family dwelling there 
is no provision that requires guards be installed or safety glass 
be used in the window assembly.
Question
Can products that are not referenced in the NBC be used 

as a thermal barrier providing protection to foamed plastic 
insulation?
Answer
Products used as thermal barriers that are not referenced 
in the NBC could be considered if the meet or exceed the 
requirements of CAN/ULC S124 “test for the Evaluation of 
Protective Coverings for Foamed Plastics” and are installed 
in the same manner and condition under which it was tested.
Question
Are soffits required to be installed on eaves or can they be left 
exposed?
Answer
Soffits are not required, unless:
•	 exposed walls are not otherwise protected from precipitation;
ventilation is not otherwise provided to the roof assembly; or
the limiting distance of spatial separation require soffit 
protection installation or the eave may need to be eliminated
Question
Why do concrete footings for PWF require through footing 
water passages?
Answer
The NBC references CAN/CSA S-406 “Construction of 
Preserved Wood Foundations” which states: Perimeter drainage 
tile or pipe shall not be used with preserved wood foundations.
Question
What is the role of the building official?
Answer
When working for a local authority, building officials appointed 
by the local authority have a clear mandate to plan review, 
inspection and enforcement services for building projects within 
and on behalf of the local authority where they are appointed.  
They also have powers to inspect existing buildings for unsafe 
conditions and take actions where a building poses the threat 
of imminent danger.
Question
What is the role of the building official?
Answer
When working for an individual and providing their skills, 
expertise and advice building officials simply providing a 
consultation and have no powers to write and enforce orders.  
Question
What is the role of the building official?
Answer
When working for a municipality that has no building bylaw a 
building official will have all the power assigned to them under 
The Uniform Building and Accessibility Standards Act (the 
UBAS Act) provided they have been appointed.
The 5 Principals
	 •	The	owner	is	responsible	for	compliance
	 •	The	 local	 authority	 (municipality)	 is	 responsible	 for	

administration and enforcement.
	 •	The	 government	 is	 responsible	 for	 the	 legislative	

framework and high level policy.
	 •	The	building	official	works	for	the	local	authority.
	 •	Professional	 designers	 (architects	 and	 professional	

engineers) are required for the design or design review of 
all buildings and building systems in the scope of Part 3 
of the NBC and for Part 4 design and work for the owner.

Building Standards – Code Panel Discussion:



Saskatoon & Region Home Builders
Pierre McDonald ULC
Building Resource Michael Pace
Hilti Kirk King
Mitek Marty Smith
DuPont Tyvek Brent Martian
Woodworks Rory Koska
Master Radon Frank Kirkpatrick
CUFFCA Andrew Cole
Plasti-Fab Neil Henrikson
Fox Architecture Randi Fox
Nudura Tyler Dagenais
Western Wall Sysyems Fred Friesen
Panelized Building Systems Dean Dorsett
The Lung Association Jennifer Miller
Saskatoon Redi-Mix Concrete
IPEX Inc.

The S.B.O.A. wishes to thank the following Sponsors: 
Aldocon Holdings
Prime Fasteners
Radon Guard
BASF
RC Corp. Grant Sobush
Maison Fine Homes
Warman Home Center
Nor Wood Developments
Felix Homes
Inland Cement
Demilec Peter Frenette
Tim Hortons

We would also like to thank all those 
individuals and organizations that donated 
prizes for the conference.  Your support is 
greatly appreciated.

Did You Know?

1. Your shoes are the first thing people subconsciously 
notice about you.  Wear nice shoes.

2. If you sit for more than 11 hours a day, there’s a 50% 
chance you’ll die within the next 3 years.
 
3. There are at least 6 people in the world who look exactly 
like you.   There’s a 9% chance that You’ll meet one of them 
in your lifetime.
 
4. Sleeping without a pillow reduces back pain and keeps 
your spine stronger.
 
5. A person’s height is determined by their father, and their 
weight is determined by their mother.
 
6. If a part of your body “falls asleep”, you can almost 
always “wake it up” by shaking your head.
 
7. There are three things the human brain cannot resist 
noticing, food, attractive people and danger.
 
8. Right-handed people tend to chew food on their right 
side.
 
9. Putting dry tea bags in gym bags or smelly shoes will 
absorb the unpleasant odor.
 
10. According to Albert Einstein, if honey bees were to 
disappear from earth, humans would be dead within 4 
years.
 
11. There are so many kinds of apples, that if you ate a new 
one every day, it would take over 20 years to try them all.
 
12. You can survive without eating for weeks, but you will 
only live 11 days without sleeping.

 13. People who laugh a lot are healthier than those who 
don’t.

 14. Laziness and inactivity kills just as many people as 
smoking.
 
15. A human brain has a capacity to store 5 times as much 
information as Wikipedia.

 16. Our brain uses the same amount of power as a 10-watt 
light bulb!!
 
17. Our body gives enough heat in 30 mins. to boil 1.5 liters 
of water!!
 
18. The Ovum egg is the largest cell and the sperm is the 
smallest cell!!
 
19. Stomach acid (conc. HCL) is strong enough to dissolve 
razor blades!!
 
20. Take a 10-30 minute walk every day & while you walk, 
SMILE. 
It is the ultimate antidepressant.
 
21. Sit in silence for at least 10 minutes each day.
 
22. When you wake up in the morning, pray to ask God’s 
guidance for your purpose, today.
 
23. Eat more foods that grow on trees and plants and eat 
less food that is manufactured in plants.
 
24. Drink green tea and plenty of water. Eat blueberries, 
broccoli, and almonds.
 
25. Try to make at least three people smile each day.
 
26. Don’t waste your precious energy on gossip, energy 
vampires, issues of the past, negative thoughts or things you 
cannot control. Instead invest your energy in the positive 
present moment.
 
27. Eat breakfast like a king, lunch like a prince and dinner 
like a college kid with a maxed out charge card.
 



Editorial by Newsletter Chairperson 
Dale Wagner

 This time around I will not have an editorial but will provide 
information about our upcoming SBOA golf tournament. I should 
not call it a tournament because it will be a noncompetitive golf 
outing and supper.
 The format will be a 4-person scramble.
 The tournament will be held on Friday September 18, 2015 at 
tentatively 11:00 am at the Valley Regional Golf Course just north 
of Rosthern. Visit their web site at http://www.valleyregionalpark.
com/home 
 The fee to enter will be a cost recovery and we will not make 
any money on this venture nor do we want to lose any money. The 
cost of the round is $45.00, the meal is $22.00 or less depending 
on what we order and if you want to rent a cart it is $20.00 per 
person. If anyone would like to come for just the supper and not 
golf, that is fine as well. Provide us with first and last names of 
the golfers attending.
 So you are asking who is supplying the prizes! Well you are 
of course. Each golfer is asked to bring a prize worth at least 
$15.00 and therefore everyone gets a prize and they should all 
be valued close to the same. 
 Now I need to get a commitment from all of you so that the 
golf course can block off tee times for us and so that we will know 
that the tournament will go ahead. If you want to attend contact 
an SBOA executive member not later than 1 week prior to the 
date and send in your payment or a promise to pay on arrival 
or be billed for it if you do not show.
 This should be a fun outing and I know I am looking forward 
to it, so make the effort to attend.
 This editorial is solely the opinion of the writer and does not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the Saskatchewan Building 
Officials Association or our membership.

Answering machine message,   
“I am not available right now, but thank you for caring 
enough to call.   
I am making some changes in my life.   Please leave a 
message after the beep. If I do not return your call, you 
are one of the changes.

My wife and I had words, but I didn’t get to use mine.

Frustration is trying to find your glasses without your 
glasses.  

The irony of life is that, by the time you’re old   enough to 
know your way around, you’re not going anywhere.   

God made man before woman so as to give him time to 
think of an answer for her first question.   

I was always taught to respect my elders, but it keeps 
getting harder to find one.

Every morning is the dawn of a new error.

In Memory of
LLOYD EDWARD WEYLAND  -  It is with utmost 
sadness that we announce the passing of Lloyd 
Weyland on Thursday, May 27, 2015 at the age of 
60. Lloyd worked for the City of Humboldt for 30 
years and was a long time member of SBOA, serving 
many terms as Nomination Chairman. In 2012 Lloyd 
was presented with the SBOA “Honorary Lifetime 
Membership” award. Our sympathy goes out to 
Lloyd’s wife Helen & family. Memorial Donations 
in Lloyd’s memory can be made to the “Humboldt 
Hospital Palliative Care Unit".

As always the presentation was extremely informational and the time 
went by swiftly. We would like to thank Building Standards for their 
time and valuable information. (L-r) Todd Russell, Paul Cook, Marvin 
Meickel, Len Semko and Bill Hawkins.

Did You Know?

Life isn’t fair, but it’s still good.
 
Life is too short to waste time hating anyone. Forgive 
them for everything.
 
Don’t take yourself so seriously. No one else does.
 
You don’t have to win every argument. Agree to disagree.
 
Make peace with your past so it won’t spoil the present.

Don’t compare your life to others. You have no idea what 
their journey is all about.
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s.B.O.A. FALL CONFERENCE 
"Back to Basics"

October 21 - 23, 2015   Meadow Lake, sK
All meals Wednesday evening through Friday lunch will be 

provided, including Thursday & Friday breakfasts

sessions will include
•	 Live	fire	demonstrations
•	 Mill	tours	(Engineered	Wood	and	Dimensional	lumber)
•	 Plan	Review	Challenge	(yes it will be fun)
•	 Hands-on	Soil	Science
•	 and	much	more!

Special Requests
1. Please send us some photos of the most “interesting” deficiencies 
that you have come across during building inspections.  Email photos to:  
neilmlfd16@gmail.com and include any commentary you’d care to share

2. Please send your questions, observations, opinions, experiences with 
Engineered Wood (OSB, LVL, etc) to neilmlfd16@gmail.com

Calling all amateur musicians
If you play keyboard or an acoustic instrument, we want to hear from 
you!	neilmlfd16@gmail.com


