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SBOA Spring Conference, Swift Current
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – April 21, 2016
It has been an extremely busy and challenging past six months
in the world of building officials. We were challenged with, and
impacted in huge ways, by the provincial government’s pull
towards putting the wants and needs of owners’ ahead of well
established and appropriate code enforcement systems. Systems
that have always allowed for local authorities to fulfill their duty
of care and regulate construction for public safety. This was
demonstrated by two initiatives, the Alternative Compliance
Model, and the revised Farm Building Advisory. I, like all building
officials, have invested in the belief that we have a significant role
to play in public safety. I am very proud of how we vigorously
defended our position through these new government initiatives.
The Alternative Compliance Model initiative brought forth
by our provincial government on October 8th, 2015 I believe,
is the biggest challenge our industry has ever faced, and as I
stated back in Meadow Lake in the Fall, it will certainly be the
most important issue I face in my time serving the Association
as President. And that includes the fact that we are still dealing
with a government that has not seen fixing 20-year old licensing
exams as part of their work plan.
At the very same time, the impact of the revised Farm
Building Advisory, which challenged an interpretation that we
had all come to understand and have been applying for years,
became the focal point of a long drawn out appeal by the second
largest pork producing corporation in Canada, and has still not
been resolved at the time of the conference. The timing of,
and motivation for revising the Advisory certainly aligns with
the government’s apparent shift to support owners’ needs over
public safety.
We were also faced with having to deal with the BCTC course
taken out of commission for many months while the online 2010
version was being completed.
We were faced with many challenges, and through it all, we
have accomplished many things, and taken on new initiatives
of our own, and have raised the profile of our profession. The
following is a list of initiatives and objectives we have taken on,
and will continue to work towards:
We delivered an incredibly well thought out and appropriate
response to the ACM consultation, developed by a great team
of passionate and engaged Building Officials, with input and
support from SBOA members across the province.
We have supported our members dealing directly with the
Farm Building appeal, demonstrating that we are unified in the
opinion that the new Advisory has it wrong.
We started a new initiative with Building Standards to
create a Technical Advisory Committee, so that official code
interpretations can be well rounded, researched from more than
one view, and developed in consultation with many code users.
We played our role in assisting with the new BCTC course,
small as it were due to some other priorities we were being faced
with.
We delivered another successful winter training program in
Regina.
We hired an executive secretary to help ensure continuity of

Association business.
We hired a consultant to look
internally at how we conduct
our business, and to work on
policy gaps, and tighten up how
we conduct the business of the
SBOA.
We stayed extremely persistent
in pursuit of a face to face meeting
with the Minister, and we now
have been invited to meet with
Minister Reiter in the first week
of May.
We let the Deputy Minister
know who we are, and what our
concerns are, and as of yesterday,
we have been invited to a faceto-face meeting with Deputy
Minister Hilton as well.
Thanks to very positive face-to-face meetings over the ACM,
we are now discussing a formalized Standing Committee with
SUMA and SARM in order to be able to drive improvements
and change that might actually benefit municipalities and code
users.
And last, but not least, the Conference team put together
yet another great, informative conference for all of us in Swift
Current.
So to say it was a busy period might be an understatement, but
I am incredibly proud of how we approached, managed, and took
care of our business. Through all this, we showed great strength,
professionalism, and unification. We gained huge support from
other stakeholders, and fortified strong relationships with our
local authority partners SUMA and SARM. We have raised the
profile of the SBOA in the eyes of many key stakeholders. Most,
if not all have made the point of letting us know they are happy
to continue to work with our Association on any common issues
in the future. We have great partners, and great partnerships.
Obviously, we have worked hard on our new roles, and new
challenges, but I promise you that the SBOA will continue to
be the industry leader in Saskatchewan for providing training,
skill development, and professional development opportunities
for Building Officials, and many other stakeholders. We will
continue to demonstrate a strong co-operative spirit, and a
professional approach to all our responsibilities. We want to be
part of long over-due solutions to many real challenges that face
our industry.
We will continue to work towards our association objectives,
and to ensure our members have every opportunity to be better
building officials.
Thank You, and have a great summer!
Sincerely,
Chris Gates, LBO-3, A.Sc.T., CRBO
President
Saskatchewan Building Officials Association

Letter to the Minister following our
meeting in Regina with Minister Reiter:
May 25, 2015
Honorable Jim Reiter, Minister
Ministry of Government Relations - MINISTER’S OFFICE
Legislative Building, 2405 Legislative Drive, Room 348
Regina, Saskatchewan S4S 0B3
RE:

May 3rd Meeting Follow-up

Dear Minister Reiter:
Thank you the opportunity to meet with yourself, as well
as Deputy Minister Hilton, and Assistant Deputy Minister
Donais back on May 3rd. We greatly appreciate you taking
the time to sit down with myself and our Vice President Ryan
Shepherd.
It was important to us to have the opportunity to explain
why we were disappointed with the overall biased tone of the
Consultation Package that went out regarding the Alternative
Compliance Model, as well as bring forward other important
challenges Saskatchewan Building Officials are facing. We
hope that bringing the Ministry’s out of date Building Official
licensing exam program to your attention will result in some
action on this matter.
The SBOA is ready to move forward and play its role in the
development of new and long overdue programs. We look
forward to hearing from the Ministry on its plan to move
forward as well.
Respectfully,
Chris Gates, CRBO
President, Saskatchewan Building Officials Association

Building Code Training for
Canadians - Series 1 - 2010
This online course is a key
prerequisite in obtaining a
Saskatchewan Class 1 Building
Officials License.
“A comprehensive home study
of the National Building Code
of Canada one & two unit
dwellings.”
For information and/or to register
contact
Southeast College
Weyburn Campus
306-848-2515
www.southeastcollege.org
P.O. Box 1565 Weyburn, SK S4H 0T1

City of Swift Current councilor Denis Perrault providing remarks
about the community

SBOA
LIST OF NEW MEMBERS
Mannie Amyotte
Ben Anderson
Nicolas Baptiste
Dennis Benson
Morgan Bergeron
Mark Bolton
Erin Brakefield
Justin Charron
Laura Cobb
Martin Corrigal
Lara DeRosier
Felix Ebilane Jr.
Travis Elkin
Andrea Gibson
Boyd Haas
Raymond Humenny
Jared Keskotagan
Jan Kindred
Jeremiah Klauke
Trevor Kosolofski
Dylan Kugler
Wei Liang
Kelsey Longmoore
Peter Mansuy
Deanna Mercer
Sean Miller
David Neufeld
Cindy Perry
Jonathan Ryan
Brent Shenhe
Islam Soliman
Grant Stuempfle
Robert Taylor
Heather Tessier
Darren Weir

Regina, SK
Pilot Butte, SK
Cando, SK
Regina, SK
Assiniboia, SK
Estevan, SK
Saskatoon, SK
Estevan, SK
Regina, SK
Ile-a-La-Crosse, SK
Saskatoon, SK
Regina, SK		
Prince Albert, SK
Saskatoon, SK
Langenburg, SK
North Battleford, SK
Cando, SK
White City, SK
Saskatoon, SK
Regina, SK
La Ronge, SK
Regina, SK
Regina, SK
Meadow Lake, SK
Regina, SK
Regina, SK
Osler, SK
Yellowknife, NT
Dundurn, SK
Lafleche, Sk
Regina, SK
Cambridge, ON
Yellowknife, NT
Regina, SK
Regina, SK

Norm Kindred and Kamruz Zuman who received his
BCTC certificate

Clayton Meier, Jason Kent and Gary Martens who received
their ACBOA certificates

Norm Kindred, Len
Semko, Bill Hudema,
Jessica Haile, Reg
Churko, Erroll Castle,
Virginia Shepley, Marvin
Meickel. Certificate
recipients of the SBOA
Training Week

Wednesday, April 20, 2016

Alternative Solutions:

Thursday, April 21, 2016

Presented by Bill Hawkins from the Building Standards
Branch.

SBOA Business

This workshop provided information on the use of Alternative
Solutions in achieving compliance with the National Building
Code (NBC). An alternative solution can be used to achieve
the minimum level of performance required by Division B of
the NBC in the areas defined by the objectives and functional
statements attributed to the applicable acceptable solutions.
The workshop provided information on achieving minimum
compliance, use of the attribution tables, objectives, functional
statements, areas and levels of performance, required
documentation and roles and responsibilities.
This workshop was very well received and the afternoon went
by very quickly for the jammed room of regulatory attendees.
We would like to thank Building Standards for holding these
half day workshops to help us to do a better job.

Meeting:
Minutes and reports
from the executive and
committee chairman were
presented and adopted.

Thursday, April 21, 2016
The presenter was Peter Frenette who is with Demilec
Canada.
Peter explained the history of Polyurethane Foam.
Plastic Foam was developed in 1939. It was first used in a
1968 building application. It now is in compliance with the
Standard CAN/ULC S705.1.
It can be sprayed as seen in construction or injected as
we would find in doors, windows, car parts or in cushions,
mattresses and taxidermy.
It is important to know the proper use of spray foam because it
cannot be interchanged. An example of that is spray foam used
for air sealing and this foam is in compliance with Standards
CAN/ULC S711.1 and 711.2 : Standard for thermal insulation
- Bead-applied two component polyurethane air sealant foam
CAN/ULC S710.1 and 710.2 : Standard for thermal insulation
- Bead applied one component polyurethane air sealant foam.
There are different density foams such as low density which
is open cell with an R-value equal to R 3.8 and has air barrier
properties. It is installed inside studs and above grade and
expends 120 times its initial volume and is flexible to touch. It
is in compliance to the Standard CAN/ULC S712-2012 and it
has no vapour barrier properties.
Next is the medium density foam and it is a rigid foam with
closed cells. It is in compliance with the Standard CAN/ULC
S705.1-05. This spray foam has a high R Value Type 2 equals
R-6. It is used for exterior/interior and underground application
and expends 30 times its initial volume.
Next there is High Density Foam and it is a rigid closed cell
foam used for roof, industrial and engineering application. This
foam is classified as a 3 lb. system.
Peter also explained the application standard which ensures
that all people are certified. As you can see below this is what
applicators are responsible for producing at a work site.

Dale Wagner & Peter Frenette
Also equally important is the on-site documentation and this
tag shall be attached to the inside of the electrical panel.

There was so much more valuable information that was
shared with our membership that will help Building Officials
be better prepared with our jobs as regulators.
Interesting Facts:
Peanut oil is used for cooking in submarines because it doesn’t
smoke unless it’s heated above 450F.
The banana cannot reproduce itself. It can be propagated only
by the hand of man.
Airports at higher altitudes require a longer airstrip due to
lower air density.
The University of Alaska spans four time zones.
The tooth is the only part of the human body that cannot heal
itself.
In ancient Greece, tossing an apple to a girl was a traditional
proposal of marriage. Catching it meant she accepted.
Intelligent people have more zinc and copper in their hair.
A comet’s tail always points away from the sun.
The Swine Flu vaccine in 1976 caused more death and illness
than the disease it was intended to prevent.
Caffeine increases the power of aspirin and other painkillers
that is why it is found in some medicines.
If you get into the bottom of a well or a tall chimney and look
up, you can see stars, even in the middle of the day.
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Radon Mitigation
The presenter was Frank Kirkpatrick
who owns and operates Radon Master.
If you find that your house tests high for radon gas the theory
behind fixing homes with high levels is the same no matter the
age of the home, style of home, the size of the home or the level
of radon. The theory of repair is to provide the radon exiting
the soil an easier path of travel to atmosphere than through
your home. Soil gas air pressure is higher than atmospheric
pressure and so the science says the air in the soil wants
to move from the area of high pressure to an area of lower
pressure. (Escaping to atmosphere). Depending upon the soil
type and the condition of the soil, sometimes the easiest route
of travel is through your basement. This is especially true
when the surface soil is wet, or frozen or snow covered. You can
see therefore why radon levels in homes tends to be higher in
winter. (Add to that that in winter, windows are seldom open)
Radon can enter a home any place it finds an opening where
the house contacts the soil: cracks in foundation walls and
in floor slabs, construction joints, gaps around service pipes,
support posts, damaged sewer pipes, sumps or cavities inside
walls. Another factor in the radon level may be how well sealed
the house is and how it is ventilated. Brand new homes are as
likely as any to have high radon levels. Water too can be a
source of radon. (If it is in the water supply it can off gas when
showering). This is fairly uncommon, but found in rural well
water supplies sometimes.
So what can be done? All homes are repairable and most
homes can be repaired for a relatively inexpensive amount.
Cost of repair can sometimes be as little as the cost of sealing
cracks or sumps but more often requires additional measures
which include a depressurization fan. (The reason for that is
that choking off one point of entry usually means it will find the
next easiest point of entry).
Most depressurization systems in the Regina area will cost
between $2,500.00 and $3,500.00. Where crawl spaces are
involved in combination with sub slab depressurization the
costs will go higher. Homeowners may educate themselves
to do their own repair or they may choose to hire a Certified
Professional Mitigation Contractor who in most cases will
guarantee a result that will reduce radon levels to below
the recommended Health Canada exposure levels. Note of
Caution: It is critical that when installing a depressurization
system that air pressure testing of your home be undertaken
to determine if the air pressure balance of the home is safe.
(Possible down drafting chimney is the biggest concern but so is
simple pressure variation from outdoors to indoors. A pressure
Interesting Facts:
Glass takes one million years to decompose, which means it
never wears out and can be recycled an infinite amount of
times!
If you stop getting thirsty, you need to drink more water. When
a human body is dehydrated, its thirst mechanism shuts off.
Zero is the only number that cannot be represented by Roman
numerals.
Drinking water after eating reduces the acid in your mouth
by 61 percent.

Frank Kirkpatrick & Norm Kindred
balance from inside home to outside of home is desirable.
Methods of repair depends on the way your home is built.
Does it have a full basement, crawl space, weeping tile, sump
pit, cindercrete block walls, etc.
The repair (as stated previously) can be as simple as
sealing off a sump pit or more likely requires depressurization
of the air below a concrete floor or depressurization below a
membrane placed in a crawl space.
Weeping tile depressurization is another method or a
combination of methods is sometimes required.
The object of all methods is to give the radon an easier path
of travel to atmosphere than through the living space of your
home.
SBOA would like to thank Frank for a very educational
presentation on the benefits of mitigating radon gas from our
homes.

SBOA Newsletter

is published twice a year for the information
of our association members. Its purpose is to
inform the members about conference topics
and upcoming events. Comments, story ideas
and suggestions about contents and format as
well as any retirements or deaths, should be
directed to:
Dale Wagner Newsletter Chairperson
P.O. Box 35
Hague, Saskatchewan
S0K 1X0
Home: (306) 225-2265
Fax: (306) 225-2196
e-mail:newsletter@sboa.sk.ca
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Deyton Bonish – Hilti Canada

Todd Russell & Jase Gehringer
Ali Ahrabi & Gary Martens
The presenter was Ali Ahrabi who is a Professional Engineer
with Deyton Bonish - Hilti Canada
In his agenda he covered the following items:
• Life Safety
• Compartmentalization
• Codes
• Firestop Systems
• New Technologies
• Liabilities
A typical fire is made up of smoke, heat flames and toxic
gases. A fire department responds to a fire every 19 seconds.
The current Canadian Implications:
• Over $545 million in damages
• 8 deaths / week
• Residential fires 73%
• Mostly accidental
The Balanced Approach to Fire Protection is detection,
suppression and containment. Containment of compartments
is crucial in stopping the spread of fire. It consists of a fire-rated
assembly of floors, walls and a ceiling with fire-rated door,
dampers and firestop systems. Ali showed us many different
types of fire stopping systems that work as well as many that
were improperly installed and also those that failed. SBOA
would like to thank Ali for the very informational presentation.
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Adler Fire Stopping
presented by Jase Gehringer
Adler Fire stopping was established in 1984 and are a
member of the FCIA and are a ULC qualified fire stopping
company. They provide total fire protection which includes
sprinkler systems, detection and alarm systems, education,
egress systems and compartmentation.
Compartmentation has been used as fire protection for years.
It forms compartments inside of buildings which has been used
and rooted in military ship construction. Fire stopping is used
to restore the original fire-ratings in order to achieve effective
compartmentation.
The trade definition for fire stopping is the process of
restoring an hourly fire-resistance rating back to a fire barrier
that lost its rating from an opening created in it. There is a
shared responsibility to achieve total fire-rated compartment
which includes the Architect, general contractor, construction
of assembly, fire stop contractor, authority having jurisdiction
and the end user (owner).
Throughout the presentation we were shown numerous
pictures of deficiencies in the field most of which is too common
in all buildings.

The SBOA wishes to thank the following Sponsors:
City of Swift Current
Swift Current Building Supplies (1970) Ltd.
PCL Construction Management Inc.
P3 Architecture Partnership
Len’s Plumbing & Heating (1981) Ltd.
Bridal Builders Inc.
Wheatland Machine Shop Ltd.

Cooper Holdings
Innovation Credit Union
Silverline Construction
We would also like to thank all those
individuals and organizations that donated
prizes for the conference.

Friday, April 22, 2016

Canadian Fire Alarm Association – Saskatchewan Chapter
The presenter was Jordan Klemick who is the President of
CFAA in Saskatchewan. Jordan started off with the courses
available through their association. The first course is the
Fire Alarm Technician Training which includes Core Theory
Based Training, Five (5) core theory-based courses that are
comprised of 36 hours per course. This qualifies a person to
become a Registered CFAA Technician Trainee. They are also
required to take continuing education. All Registered CFAA
Fire Alarm Technicians will now need to complete eight (8)
CE credits per year of registration (based on registration date).
A Trainee must successfully complete a Registration Theory
Exam and Registration Practical Exam to become a Registered
CFAA Fire Alarm Technician. Both Registration exams are
two (2) hours in length. The Registration Theory Exam is an
online proctored exam. The Registration Practical Exam is an
in person test on a panel simulating the skill and knowledge
required of a technician based on the CFAA Trainee Logbook.
Some of the Saskatchewan chapter activities have been
fire alarm monitoring and this is a subject that has repeatedly
come up in discussions. There has been concern that the codes
are not consistently being followed with respect to fire alarm
monitoring.
What is Monitoring?
A panel that sends signals to a monitoring station. Monitoring
station is a location where operators receive these signals and
take the appropriate action. Calls would be made to dispatch
police or fire departments or call building key holders. The
fire alarm system is only part of a building’s life safety system.
Other key components include sprinkler systems and a fire
alarm monitoring system.
Requirements for Fire Alarm Monitoring
NBC 2010 3.2.4.8- Signals to the Fire Department
Occupancies required to have monitoring systems
-Group A Assembly Occupancy >300
-Group B Occupancy – Care or Detention
-Group F Division 1 – High Hazard
-Systems with water flow indicating devices (sprinklers)
Notification of fire department shall be provided in conformance
with CAN/ULC-S561 “Installation and Services for Fire
Signal Receiving Centres and Systems” 3.2.4.8 (4)
Fire Alarm Codes
- CAN/ULC S-537 Verification of Fire Alarm Systems is the
standard to which new fire alarm systems are verified.
-CAN/ULC S-524 Installation of Fire Alarm Systems is
referenced in S-537. Technicians are to confirm that the
system is installed to this standard.
CAN/ULC S-524 “Installation of Fire Alarm Systems” Section
5.15.1 Interconnection to Fire Signal Receiving Centre states
that “interconnection wiring from the fire alarm control unit
or transponder to the fire signal receiving centre shall comply
with CAN/ULC S-561”
CAN/ULC S-537 Apendix C2 shows that a verification report
shall note whether or not the fire alarm has a connection for
fire department signalling and note the fire signal receiving
centre
-If a fire alarm system should be monitored by code and is not
it should be noted on a verification report.

Jordan Klemick & Ryan Shepherd
It is not hard to examine the relevant codes (NBC 2010,
CAN/ULC codes S-524, S-537, S-561) and determine with
confidence that those occupancies identified in NBC 2010
as requiring monitoring shall have a system installed to the
requirements of CAN/ULC S-561.
What is CAN/ULC S-561? Standard for Installation and
Services for Fire Signal Receiving Centres and Systems.
Construction, operation, installation, inspection and tests
applicable to fire signal receiving centres for fire protective
signalling services utilizing fire signal receiving centre facilities
and satellite centres and bridging centres; Construction and
operation of a proprietary fire signal receiving centre; and
installation, inspection and tests applicable to a fire signal
transmitting unit and its field device inputs at the protected
premises.
So in conclusion what is the reality? Many buildings that
should have fire alarm monitoring systems according to code
have no system in place.
Fire alarm industry estimates that over 90% of the fire
alarm monitoring systems that are in place in Saskatchewan
do not meet the CAN/ULC S-561 requirements.
Most systems are intrusion panels with one communication
path tested weekly at best.
Many panels share intrusion and fire monitoring. Systems
are not tested to the performance requirements of the code
(response times).
Communication path supervision does not meet code (daily
tests or active communication).
No ongoing enforcement to keep systems active.
No periodic testing of monitoring systems. Fire alarm
monitoring is a vital component of a life safety system as its
role is to get the fire department dispatched to the premise
in the minimum amount of time. Following the applicable
codes would give reasonable assurance that the system will
operate as intended, providing reliable, prompt and clear
communications to the monitoring station, which will in turn
dispatch the fire department.
This was a very worthwhile presentation and an eye-opener
for Building Officials in Saskatchewan.

Thursday, April 21, 2016

Saskatchewan Building Officials Association – ACM Update
Presented by Chris Gates President of SBOA
What is the Alternative Compliance Model?
On October 8th, 2015, SBOA along with other industry
stakeholders received a “Consultation Package” from the
office of the Chief Building Official.
The package outlined an initiative being pursued by the
Government of Saskatchewan for an Alternative Model for
Building Standards Compliance.
We were told that the initiative is being driven by concerns
from the mining industry.
We are quite certain the concern came from one mining
company, but concerns were also raised through SARM back
in 2012, and again in 2014 by the municipality dealing with
this specific project.
Brief Summary of the ACM:
An owner can, at their discretion (not the municipality) opt
out of the traditional third party, Municipality driven code
enforcement permit model (i.e. plan reviews, inspections by
Municipal appointed Building Officials).
The ‘Alternative’, is the owner provides the Municipality
with a series of assurance letters from their own designers and
consultants.
Consultation Package Concerns:
The “Consultation Package” included a series of Q&A which
presents a very one-sided, biased picture of the issues.
The reader is lead to believe that this model will no doubt
assure compliance, the industry will be better off without
Building Officials involved, and that the proponent is justified
in asking for this.
The SBOA immediately wrote to the Minister, and informed
all the stakeholders, that we believe the document should be
withdrawn and replaced with one that offers a fair, impartial
Teacher: How old is your father?
Kid: He is 6 years.
Teacher: What? How is this possible?
Kid: He became father only when I was born.
Logic!!
Children Are Quick and Always Speak Their Minds
TEACHER: Glenn, how do you spell ‘crocodile?’
GLENN: K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L’
TEACHER: No, that’s wrong
GLENN: Maybe it is wrong, but you asked me how I spell it.
(I Love this child)
TEACHER:
DONALD:
TEACHER:
DONALD:

Donald, what is the chemical formula for water?
H I J K L M N O.
What are you talking about?
Yesterday you said it’s H to O

TEACHER: Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on
talking when people are no longer interested?
HAROLD: A teacher

platform to debate from.
Key Concerns with the Q&A section:
How does the writer justify or explain the following
‘advantages’? Who are they advantages for, and what
information were the statements founded on?
•improved relationships between project proponent and
local authorities;
•reduced onsite need for Building Officials;
•more timely progress on permit issuance and construction
schedules;
•decreased cost of compliance; and
•improved value for services rendered.
Alternative Compliance Model – The SBOA’s position:
An owner’s self-enforcement program will never offer
the same level of assurance for safe, accessible, compliant
buildings, or reduce the risk of liability for Municipalities, as
effectively as an experienced, trained, appointed Building
Official working solely on behalf of the Municipality!
It is simply a less rigorous and less effective method of
providing public safety.
The SBOA’s Strategy and Actions:
•Demonstrate our strengths and deliver our message.
•Appointed a well-rounded, balanced, and comprehensive
Response Co-ordination Committee.
•Engaged a Government Relations consultant.
•Engaged a professional Public Relations consultant.
•Executed our public relations campaign for key
stakeholders;
•Met face to face any chance we were given with key
stakeholders; SUMA, SARM.
•Produced professional information tools and packages for
all stakeholders.
•Engaged the SBOA membership to relate their experiences.
•Reviewed programs, legislation, history and experience
from across the country.
•Consulted with the legal community, and review the impact
on exposure to liability for Municipalities.
The SBOA Response delivery actions:
Organized a steering committee to develop a response; the
initial committee goal was even representation from North
and South, Saskatoon and Regina, municipal employees and
contract Building Officials, and SBOA representation.
The final working committee was:
Margaret Kuzyk, consultant
Clayton Meier, MuniCode Services Inc.
Doug Mulhall, Professional Building Inspections Inc.
Ryan Shepherd, SBOA Vice President
Chris Gates, SBOA President
We also need to, and have acknowledged the efforts and role
of Darrell Saby
During face-to-face meetings, the committee developed on
outline of topics and subject matter.
Continued on next page
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Saskatchewan Building Officials Association – ACM Update
Each team member was assigned specific sections
to research, review, and write
On Thursday, December 3rd, the SBOA handdelivered our official response directly to the Chief
Building Official, and to the office of Minister Jim
Reiter.
The SBOA reached out to all key stakeholders,
including SUMA, SARM, and the design community
to share our response, and request if they would be
open to sharing theirs. We have been provided with
copies of responses from SUMA, SARM, APEGS,
ACEC-SK, SAA, and SASTT. With the exception of
APEGS relatively neutral position, none of these key
stakeholders supported the initiative, and in general,
support the current code compliance assurance system
and recognized the role of Building Officials in that
system.
Government Summary and Next Steps:
The government response was a simple, one-page
letter, with no specific summary, only some general
notions and discussion of future consultations.
Excerpts from Government summary letter:
“The consultation confirmed that more work needs
to be done before a regulatory proposal can move
forward and that participants in the process have
opportunity to continue the discussion and consider a
modified proposal”.
“Government Relations will review the feedback
received, develop a discussion paper, and organize

The working ACM committee: Back row Ryan Shepherd, Darrell Saby,
Clayton Meier, Chris Gates & Doug Mulhall. Front row Margaret
Kuzyk.
facilitated sessions for all parties to share ideas, concerns, and present
solutions.”
“Early indications show that uncertainty over potential liability, the
scope of application, and the scheduling of forms (letters of undertaking)
are concerns to many parties. Your group will be invited to participate
in the facilitated sessions and the continuing process”.
We look forward to being part of the ongoing development of
improvements to our industry that will benefit municipalities, code
users, and enhance public safety. We await the Government’s next
steps.
The SBOA membership would like to thank Chris and his ACM
committee for all of the hard work that they have done.

Friday, April 22, 2016

ULC Fire Resistance Directory:
Presented by Pierre McDonald who is Senior Regulatory
Affairs Representative/Répresentant Principal, Affaires
Réglementaires with Underwriters Laboratory Canada (ULC)
Fire-resistance ratings have long been used by UL/ULC,
ASTM and building codes to measure the performance of
various constructions for fire containment purposes. As applied
to elements of buildings, the fire-resistance rating classifies
the ability of an assembly to confine and isolate fire within a
zone comprised of fire resistance-rated walls, ceiling and floor
assemblies. The ratings relate to fire tests designed to determine
how quickly fire can raise the temperature to unacceptable
levels. Fire-rated assemblies are tested and certified in their
entirety. These designs are identified in the ULC and UL
Fire Resistance Directory, which is updated yearly and can be
referenced at the Underwriters Laboratories of Canada website
at www.ULC.ca, and the Underwriters Laboratories web site
at www.ul.com. The presentation covered the following:
· Fire Resistant Designs
· Design Search ULC Website
· Code Link and Product Spec.
· ULC Certificate Programs
· Designs “Based On”

Brant Hryhorczuk & Pierre McDonald
· Limits States Design and Working Stress Design
· Testing
SBOA would like to thank Pierre for his presentation and all
that he does for the SBOA membership.
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Building Standards – Code Panel Discussion:
This session was presented by Bill Hawkins from the
Building Standards Unit. He discussed some of the many
questions that are asked of Building Standards over the year
and shared his dialogue and code interpretations with the
membership. The following is a list of agenda items on Building
Standards plate. There is a plan in place to develop an Ad-hoc
committee for advisories, in hopes to examine common issues
of interpretation such as Fire Alarm monitoring and NFPA
1142 “Standard on Water Supply for Rural and Suburban Fire
Fighting”. Develop consistent interpretation and application
of both the NBC and NFC. This committee would be
comprised of BSL Representatives, SBOA Representatives,
City of Regina Building Department Representatives, City
of Saskatoon Building Department Representatives, Fire
Service Representatives for fire specific application and other
interested parties for topic specific application. It would be
chaired by BSL, and product will be published by BSL
Bill went on to talk about the National Building Code 2015
and the changes from the NBC 2010. It has been reorganized:
Volume One contains everything except Part 9
Volume Two contains Part 9
Each volume has a complete Index
Attribution Tables are found at the end of each Part
Div. B, Appendix A provisions follow the Attribution Tables
Div. B, Appendix B provisions, “Fire Safety in High Buildings”
are now found in Appendix A
Items that are changed in Part 3 likely have similar changes if
also found in Part 9 and vice versa.
Changes in Part 3 are:
Protection of foamed plastic
Wires and cables
Exterior cladding
Combustible exterior cladding
Factory panels
Combustible insulation and foamed plastics
Ratings and classifications of fire separations and closures
Penetrations in fires separations and fire-rated assemblies
Fire and smoke dampers
Hold open devices
Mid-rise wood frame construction
CAN/ULC-S540 “Residential Fire and Life Safety Warning
Systems: Installation, Inspection, Testing and Maintenance”
CAN/ULC-S1001 “Integrated Systems Testing of Fire
Protection and Life Safety Systems”
Doors, door hardware, ramps, stairs, guards, handrails,
landings
Accessibility… In addition to the code changes expect a number
of new Saskatchewan amendments due to the Saskatchewan
Disability Strategy
Self-Service Storage Buildings
Major changes in Part 4 are:
Loads due to snow and rain
Multi-level roofs
Wind and earthquake loads
Glass standards
Changes in Part 5 are:
Surface and ground water

Bill Hawkins, Marvin Meickel, Paul Cook, Len Semko and
Margaret Ball from Building Standards
Sound transmission
Fenestration assemblies
Exterior insulation
Major changes in Part 9 are:
Stairs, ramps, handrails and guards, openings in guards
CAN/ULC-S1001 “Integrated Systems Testing of Fire
Protection and Life Safety Systems”
Protection of foamed plastics
CAN/ULC-S540 “Residential Fire and Life Safety Warning
Systems: Installation, Inspection, Testing and Maintenance”
Sound transmission
Dampproofing, waterproofing and soil gas control
Fasteners for sheathing based on wind and seismic loads
Anchor bolts due to seismic issues
Exterior insulation finish systems (EIFS)
The target for adoption of the NBC 2015 is July 2017.
Next on Bill’s agenda was the discussion on Alternative
Compliance.
Consultation ended in January
Received interest and concerns from many stakeholder groups
Liability issues
Lack of third party oversight (no Building Officials to do
follow-up)
Interest in the Letters of Assurance
Possible need for large and/or remote projects
Improved education for Building Officials
Consultation will move to a next phase
Discussion Paper
Facilitated Session
Look for recommendations to move forward for positive
change
Thanks Bill for your presentation.

SBOA Golf
Tournament

Friday, September 9
Valley Golf Course
Rosthern

Editorial by Newsletter Chairperson Dale Wagner
Building Officials are trained and assigned the responsibility
by municipalities to uphold and enforce minimum building
standards. It is very difficult to realize that minimum building
standards do not apply to all buildings. Of course I am talking
about “farm buildings” as you likely guessed.
In the year 2016, shouldn’t all buildings be designed and
constructed to meet a minimum set of building standards? If
I was a farmer, I would encourage our government to make
necessary amendments so that I could enjoy some peace of
mind and assurance that my building and all other buildings
are designed and constructed to a minimum standard.
The UBAS Act exempts farm buildings from the application
of the National Building Code. At one time there actually
was a National Farm Building Code that was adopted and
enforced, but has since been repealed in Saskatchewan without
an adequate replacement. Farm buildings can be constructed
using completely dangerous and unacceptable building
techniques and materials, while still maintaining compliance
with the law (UBAS Act).
In my opinion the exemption to building standards for farm
buildings was intended for small Part 9 buildings, typically
that contain minimal human occupancy. Today, this is simply
not the case. Buildings that exceed 100,000 square feet are
routinely built without engineers and follow no minimum
building standards. The only criteria for this exemption is
that the building serves or processes some form of agricultural

product. Therefore a building of any size that theoretically
produces or serves a cash crop, such as marijuana production
facility, honey processing plant, etc., could be deemed a farm
building. Even a potash mine or grain elevator could be argued
to be farm buildings.
It is time for major stakeholders in Saskatchewan to pressure
our governments to do the right thing, and if nothing else at
least clearly define farm building through an amendment
to the UBAS Act. How would society feel if one culture or
gender was singled out, and was unfairly exempt from law?
Would it be fair to allow certain races or genders in Canada
to be able to purchase and use a vehicle that was not built or
tested to a Canadian Standard? Is it fair to hold one group
of people to a higher standard than others? We would scoff
at something so ludicrous, and this is why I encourage all
stakeholders to demand a universal and fair application of
building standards throughout Saskatchewan. When we lose
buildings to fire or structural failure we turn to insurance, but
lives can never be replaced. Building owners and occupants
(including emergency responders) should be able to trust that
all buildings in Saskatchewan are safe and constructed to a
minimum safety standard.
This editorial is solely the opinion of the writer and does not
necessarily reflect the opinions of the Saskatchewan Building
Officials Association or our membership.

The following information was kindly passed on for this editorial.
Ontario’s energy benchmarking causing concerns among big
order to identify where improvements can be made.” John
building owners. Proposals could increase demand for energy
Georgakopoulos, a lawyer with Willms & Shier in Toronto,
retrofits for a range of different building types. The Ontario
has written an article pointing out that building owners have
Ministry of Energy has posted details about its proposals to
concerns about the proposed regulations. For example, the
require private owners of large buildings — 50,000 square feet
Building Owners & Managers Association (BOMA) recognizes
and over — to collect and submit data every year on their
the benefits of benchmarking, “but stressed that any data
building’s energy and water usage. The proposed “Energy and
collection must ‘not impinge on the business interests of
Water Reporting and Benchmarking” regulation is open for
commercial real estate owners and managers and their right
public comment until April 10. The final regulation expected
of privacy.’” BOMA also believes that conservation and
to be set out by the end of this year under the Green Energy
demand management plans would be a waste of effort because
Act. The Ministry is proposing the regulations as a way of
the government does not have the resources to oversee them
encouraging building owners to reduce their energy and water
and ensure they are implemented. Georgakopoulos says that
consumption and do energy retrofits. It also says it may require
the new regulations will affect commercial and multi-unit
owners to prepare conservation and demand management
residential buildings, and some industrial buildings. They
plans.
could affect strip malls, apartment buildings and big box stores.
On its Environmental Registry website, the province says:
There are exceptions, including manufacturing and agricultural
“The largest barrier to making existing buildings more efficient
facilities, data centres, and residential buildings of fewer than
is that many building owners/managers do not measure and
10 buildings. If the regulations are passed, the first reporting
track energy performance. …Building owners/managers must
deadline for owners would be July 1, 2017.
first understand how much energy and water is being used in
The light turned yellow, just in front of him.
He did the right thing and stopped at the crosswalk, even though
he could have beaten the red light by accelerating through the
intersection.
The tailgating woman behind him was furious and honked her horn,
screaming in frustration, as she missed her chance to get through the
intersection.
As she was still in mid-rant, she heard a tap on her window and
looked up into the face of a very serious police officer.
The officer ordered her to exit her car with her hands up.
He took her to the police station where she was searched,
fingerprinted, photographed and placed in a holding cell.

After a couple of hours, a policeman approached the cell and
opened the door.
She was escorted back to the booking desk where the arresting
officer was waiting with her personal effects. He said, “I’m very sorry
for this mistake. You see, I pulled up behind your car while you were
blowing your horn, giving the guy in front of you the finger and cursing
at him.
I noticed the ‘What Would Jesus Do’ bumper sticker, the ‘Choose
Life’ license plate holder, the ‘Follow Me to Sunday-School’ bumper
sticker, and the chrome-plated Christian fish emblem on the trunk, so
naturally. I assumed you had stolen the car.’’
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