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 It has once again been an extremely busy past six months 
for building officials in Saskatchewan. Your Association 
continues to work towards many goals and on many initiatives.
 I would like to thank the Conference Host Committee for 
all the work they have done, the Conference Chair for the 
excellent informative agenda, and the rest of the executive who 
put the time in to put this conference together.
 I’d also like to thank our hard-working Board of Directors 
and Committee Chairs who work tirelessly to ensure we are 
moving in the right direction – currently, that is on many fronts.
 As many of you know, the SBOA is currently forging 
ahead with development of a new Certification Program for 
Building Officials in Saskatchewan.  We have already brought 
draft policies and outlines of the program to the provincial 
government in hopes of creating an alternative path through 
the Building Official Licensing Program, and the response has 
been very positive.  After years of seeing no sign of changes 
to the existing twenty-five-year-old program, we believe we 
have demonstrated that we can offer a rigorous and credible 
certification program that allows an engaged, knowledgeable, 
and well trained Building Official the opportunity to advance 
in their career.  The program is built around the model that 
education, examination, and experience are the pillars of 
competency.  There is a lot of work ahead, and lots of machinery 
to build, but we are very excited about what this will mean for 
Saskatchewan Building Officials.
 Discussions on the Alternative Compliance Model 
occurred between myself and Mr. Hawkins in the past term as 
well.  We have not seen any additional consultations, but we 
did ask Building Standards for a summary of what outcomes 
and next steps from Phase-II of the consultations has been.  
Phase-II identified that nearly all sectors of the construction 
industry opposed a process that eliminates or handcuffs a 
municipality’s ability to regulate construction and public 
safety.  The consultations produced reasonable actions and 
next steps, and identified the need to continue to engage all 
stakeholders through the process.  I will always be proud of 
the role and opportunities the SBOA seized, and the positive 
impact we had on where this has landed to date.
 But our workload doesn’t stop there.  I am extremely 
excited to report that on August 24th, our policy development 
consultant delivered to the SBOA, a 116-page draft policy 
manual.  The work lies ahead to review, analyze, scrutinize, 
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and ultimately adopt the policies that make sense for our 
Association.  But I am very excited about this piece of work 
as this will guide us through our matters, and ensure the 
consistency and continuity of SBOA business for all the years 
to come.
 As a contributing partner in the Alliance of Canadian 
Building Officials Association, we are starting to see the 
development of new relationships with NRC through CCMC.  
The recognition of our role in industry as Building Officials, 
and recognition of the role of ACBOA as the national voice for 
Building Officials, is monumental, and will serve this industry 
in many ways for many years to come.
 We have some work ahead, but I promise you that the 
SBOA will continue to be the industry leader in Saskatchewan 
for providing training, skill development, and professional 
development opportunities for Building Officials and many 
other stakeholders.
 Thank You!

Chris Gates, LBO-3, A.Sc.T., CRBO
President

Saskatchewan Building Officials Association

Chris Gates President of the Saskatchewan Building Officials 
(SBOA) gave greetings to open the conference.



LIST OF NEW MEMBERS
May 9, 2017 to November 8, 2017

Dylan Edgar ........................................Swift Current, SK
Chris Guerette .......................................... Saskatoon, SK
Marty Herback .............................................. Regina, SK
M. Nazmul Khan ........................................... Regina, SK
Delaine MacDougall ..................................... Regina, SK
Dennis Nagel ................................................. Regina, SK
Jamie Ottaviano ............................................ Regina, SK
Terry Parenteau ......................................... Whitecap, SK
Nick Sackville .......................................... Saskatoon, SK
Babar Saeed .................................................. Regina, SK
Saskatoon & Region Home Builders Association
Paul See ........................................................ Melfort, SK
Kyel Skerten ........................................Swift Current, SK
Myron Stenka ................................................ Regina, SK
Patricia Thibodeau ...................................... Warman, SK
Cristian Zanfir ............................................... Milton, ON

Building Code Training for Canadians – 
Series 1 – 2010

This online course is a key prerequisite in obtaining a Class 1 
Building Official License. 

“A comprehensive home study of the National Building Code of 
Canada, one & two unit dwellings.”

Please note that applicants will not be able to register over 
the phone

For information contact Southeast College Weyburn Campus
at 306-848-2500 or wbexams@southeastcollege.org

www.southeastcollege.org
P.O. Box 1565

Weyburn, Saskatchewan   S4H 0T1     

presented by Brian McBain

Brian talked about Integrated Testing Systems CAN/ULC-S1001. 
The second part of presentation was on Fire Protective Signaling 
CAN/ULC-S561. CAN/ULC-S1001 is the STANDARD FOR 
INTEGRATED SYSTEMS TESTING OF FIRE PROTECTION 
AND LIFE SAFETY SYSTEMS. The references in this presentation 
are from the National Building Code 2015 (NBC 2015). 

So where does it start? It starts with “3.2.4.5 (1) Fire Alarm Systems… 
shall be installed to CAN/ULC-S524, “Installation of Fire Alarm 
Systems” and “3.2.4.5 (2) Fire Alarm Systems…shall be verified to 
CAN/ULC-S537 “Verification of Fire Alarm Systems.” 

“3.2.4.6.(1)Where life safety and fire protection systems are installed 
to comply with the provisions of this Code or the Fire Code, the 
commissioning of these integrated systems must be performed as a 
whole to ensure the proper operation and inter-relationship between 
the systems.”

“A-3.2.4.6.(1) When commissioning a building, the owner must ensure 
that the life safety systems and their components are functioning 
according to the intent of their design. The commissioning provides 
the documented confirmation that the building systems satisfy the 
intent of the code.

…This responsibility may fall on the designer, owner, contractor or 
a commissioning body The Building Code does not specify who must 
fulfill this role.”

Fire alarm systems integrated with other fire protection and life safety 
systems shall be tested to confirm correct operation in accordance 
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ULC Code Advisory Services

Jerry Wintonyk & Brian McBain

with the design sequence of operation.
• Test method shall be a functional test
• Where provided, the interconnections with a fire signal receiving 
centre shall be confirmed:

• Fire alarm transmission signal
• Supervisory transmission signal
• Trouble transmission signal
• Fire signal receiving centre disconnect results in trouble at fire 
alarm system and transmit trouble signal

Upon successful completion of systems testing documentation shall 
be provided to the building owner, the AHJ, WHERE REQUIRED 
and maintained on site as per Fire Code.

Brian ended the presentation with showing us how to access UL and 
CUL online directories and how to find listing of tested products, 
systems or assemblies. Just go to www.ulproductspec.ul.com and 
follow the prompts. Thanks Brian for helping to keep our membership 
informed about ULC. 

mailto:wbexams%40southeastcollege.org?subject=
https://www.southeastcollege.org
productspec.ul.com


Norm Kindred & Russell Hurst

presented by Russell Hurst

This association was formed in 1992 for the following reasons:

• Overview of key components of the standards such as facility 
siting, construction, fire security, spill containment, emergency 
preparedness and employee training/education.

• Review of the industry compliance and enforcement processes 
in place such as the audit approvals process, industry no-ship 
policy, audit frequency, random inspections, protocol updates and 
continuous improvement.

Initial drivers for the formation of AWSA
 • Several significant chemical warehouse fires in the 1980’s
 • Assessment of the risk associated with the storage of pesticide 

with the result in the goal to minimize incidents associated with 
the storage of pesticides

 • Standards developed to address key priority areas (building/
structure, siting, documentation and employee training)

 • Standards implemented in a phase in approach (1, 2, 3)
 • Upon phase 3 being implemented the industry (CropLife 

members) enforced a no-ship policy, followed by a quality 
assurance process

 • Received legal ruling from Completion Board in support of no-
ship policy

 • Average 2 fires per year prior to standards being implemented, 5 
fires since

The AWSA Certified Warehousing Standards are designed to address 
and manage no fewer than 11 major areas of potential risk:

Fire, 
Spills (minor or major) 
Flood
Explosion
Personal injury
Occupational health
Personnel training
Mechanical equipment safety
Shipping and receiving design safety
Adequate lighting
Sources of ignition for flammable liquids

To address these potential risk areas, the Standards have three primary 
components: construction and structural requirements, employee 
training and documentation.

Structural requirements incorporate the National Fire Code, National 
Building Code and Canadian Electrical Code, established standards 
that must already be met by agrichemical dealers. In addition, if 
provincial or municipal governments have more rigorous codes, 
bylaws, regulations or legislation, then these standards would 
supersede the AWSA’s Warehousing Standards.

Standards address possible concerns, new pesticide storage facilities 
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Agrichemical Warehousing 
Standards Association (AWSA)

cannot be built near homes, schools, hospitals or other highly 
populated areas. Precautions such as dyking and containment must 
be taken to prevent potential contamination of environmentally 
sensitive areas. Fire monitoring must be provided on a 24-hour basis.
Warning and emergency signs must be clearly posted at all storage 
facilities. For flammable and combustible products, special storage 
precautions must be provided. Every warehouse employee must 
be trained in the safe handling of pesticide products, first aid and 
emergency procedures. Emergency response planning for each 
storage facility is mandatory.

While there is no guarantee that a fire or other mishap will not occur, 
the Standards go a long way towards eliminating such incidents at 
the source and minimizing the risks should a problem arise.

We would like to thank Russell for spending time with our 
membership and providing a very informative presentation.

Presented by Margaret Ball and Marvin Meickel 
from the Building Standards Branch. 

 Building Standards and Licensing (BSL) from the Ministry 
of Government Relations delivered an afternoon workshop 
with the topics based on the provisions of the National 
Building Code 2015 (NBC 2015).  Some of the topics covered 
were exterior cladding, exterior insulation/finishing systems, 
stairs, ramps, handrails and guards. The workshop also 
addressed manufactured homes, hydronic heating systems 
and self storage buildings. The workshop was well attended 
and included Building Officials, Fire Officials, Municipal 
Administrators, Designers, and Design Professionals.  
 Thanks to Margaret and Marvin on the work they put in to 
provide the delegates with an educational and entertaining 
afternoon.

Wednesday, September 27, 2017

UBAS Act – Part V 
Enforcement



SBOA Newsletter is published twice a year for the 
information of our association members. Its purpose 
is to inform the members about conference topics 
and upcoming events. Comments, story ideas and 
suggestions about contents and format as well as any 
retirements or deaths, should be directed to:

Dale Wagner Newsletter Chairperson
P.O. Box 35

Hague, Saskatchewan
S0K 1X0

Home: (306) 225-2265
newsletter@sboa.sk.ca
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SBOA Business Meeting and Elections:

Minutes and reports from the executive and committee 
chairman were presented and adopted. 

ACBOA National Certification
Lee Bacon, Michael Nelson, Dan Knutson

BCTC certificates, Myron Stenka, Braden Uleryk,  Janelle Cox & 

Norm Kindred

Challenge exam certificates Mike Kwasnika & Shenah Cartier

THE TINY CABIN

A social worker from a big city in Massachusetts was 
transferred to the mountains of West Virginia. On the first 
tour of her new territory she came upon the tiniest cabin 
she had ever seen in her life. Intrigued, she went up and 
knocked on the door. 
“Anybody home?” she asked. 
“Yep,” came a kid’s voice through the door. 
“Is your father there?” asked the social worker. 
“Pa? Nope, he left before Ma came in,” said the kid. 
“Well, is your mother there?” persisted the social worker. 
“Ma? Nope, she left just afore I got here,” said the kid. 
“But,” protested the social worker, (thinking that surely 
she would need to intervene in this situation) “are you 
never together as a family?” 
“Sure, but not here,” said the kid through the door. “This 
is the outhouse!”

The Honorary Member Award was presented 
by Chris Gates to Len Semko

mailto:newsletter%40sboa.sk.ca?subject=


The SBOA wishes to thank 

all those individuals and 

organizations that donated 

prizes for the conference.  
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NRC and National Building 
Code 2015 changes

presented by André Laroche

André’s presentation and discussion revolved around numerous 
changes to the new upcoming National Building Code of Canada 
2015. Some of the major changes are as follows:
• The 2015 edition of the NBC allows the construction of 6-storey 
residential, business and personal services buildings using traditional 
combustible construction materials. Changes to Part 3 address the 
objectives of safety, fire, and structural protection of buildings.
• The minimum rating increases for optical fibre cables and electrical 
wires and cables used for the transmission of voice, sound or data 
installed in a plenum. It is now consistent with optical fibre cables and 
electrical wires and cables in both combustible and noncombustible 
construction
• The NBC 2015 clarifies conditions permitting electrical outlet 
boxes to penetrate a fire separation, or a membrane forming part of 
an assembly required to have a fire-resistance rating, without the 
need for a fire stop.
• A new Section addresses the fire protection requirements for self-
service storage buildings that are not more than one storey in building 
height, with external access only. Multi-storey buildings and interior 
access applications will be considered for the 2020 edition.
• Several clarifications are introduced to protect foamed plastics 
in buildings required to be of combustible or noncombustible 
construction. Combustible insulation is differentiated from foamed 
plastic insulation material, while retaining the same protection 
requirements.
• The use of combustible cladding is permitted on an exterior wall 
assembly in a building required to be of noncombustible construction. 
The requirements for the protection of that exterior wall assembly 
were clarified to account for various cladding materials and the use 
of combustible components. The new requirements confirm that the 
fire exposure to the exterior wall assembly comes from within the 
building and that the thermal barrier is required to protect the exposed 
combustible insulation within the building. It is also confirmed that 
the referenced standard measuring the flame spread along the exterior 
face of the tested wall assembly is applicable to any exterior wall 
assembly in a building required to be of noncombustible construction, 
including Exterior Insulation Finishing System (EIFS).
• To reduce the likelihood of smoke spreading into egress paths, 
smoke dampers or combination fire/smoke dampers are now required 
in ducts or air-transfer openings when, in specific locations, they 
penetrate an assembly required to be a fire separation.
• Installation of a leakage-rated door assembly is now required in fire 

Ryan Shepherd & Andre Laroche

separations that protect or separate specific areas.
• To facilitate understanding and application of hold-open devices 
on closures in fire separations, the provisions were clarified using a 
top-down hierarchy.
• The limitation for noncombustible construction in the presence of 
interconnected floor space is removed.
• The principal entrance serving a bar or nightclub that is not 
sprinklered throughout must account for at least one half of the 
required occupant load.
• Handrails are now required in assembly occupancies in locations 
where aisles incorporate steps.
• Requirements on emergency crossover access are updated and a 
provision added on the distance between exterior discharges of exits. 
• Stairs, Ramps, Handrails and Guards: Dimensions and 
Configurations – Dimensions of Tapered Treads in a Curved 
Flight Requirements for the construction of tapered treads are 
introduced for stairs other than required exit stairs in Part 3 and Part 
9 buildings and the terminology is updated for consistency: Fall 
Protection – Design to Limit Climbing Parameters for design to limit 
climbing are relaxed to increase design choices: Fall Protection – 
The notion of a “graspable portion” for handrails with a non-circular 
cross-section is removed; the height of guards serving a flight of exit 
stairs in Part 3 and Part 9 is harmonized and a unique guard height is 
established for Part 3 buildings; and, the use of open risers in public 
stairs is proscribed.
• Accessibility: Many design requirements on accessibility are 
updated, all common criteria on accessible controls are gathered in 
the same provision and additional grab bars are required to enhance 
safety. Part of the design requirements of CSA B651, “Accessible 
Design for the Built Environment”, are permitted to be used as an 
alternative to Section 3.8.3. of the NBC.

There are also many changes in Part 4, Part 5, Part 6 and Part 9. 
There are also some changes to Appendix C and Appendix D. There 
were many changes to Part 9 too numerous to mention but the largest 
change to come is 9.36 the Energy Code. There are also many 
changes to the National Fire Code.
SBOA would like to thank André for his informative presentation.



 Chutzpah” is a Yiddish word meaning gall, 

brazen nerve, effrontery, sheer guts plus arrogance. 

 It’s Yiddish and, as Leo Rosten*writes, no other word and no 

other language can do it justice. 

 This example is better than 1,000 words. 

 A little old lady sold pretzels on a street corner for 25 

cents each. Every day a young man would leave his office 

building at lunch time, and as he passed the pretzel stand, 

he would leave her a quarter, but never take a pretzel. 

 And this went on for more than 3 years. The two of them 

never spoke.

 One day, as the young man passed the old lady’s stand and 

left his quarter as usual, the pretzel lady finally spoke to him. 

 Without blinking an eye she said: “They’re 35 cents now...”

Bob Baker & Adam Schaffer
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Vipeq’s Thermal CorkShield™

presented by Adam Schaffer

The most common applications sprayed insulated cork is used for is 
for rehabilitation.  The fact that the material is flexible prevents the 
occurrence of shrinkage cracks and slight movements by settlement 
of buildings in new construction.  Another very important aspect is 
the elimination of internal condensation within wall cavities.

The cork shifts traditional systems both its versatility to rehabilitate 
and decorate simultaneously.  It provides fast execution and also 
provides spectacular decorative aesthetics.

Vipeq’s sprayed insulated cork system is suitable for the large number 
of existing brickwork buildings, greatly enhancing its thermal and 
acoustic performance, fire safety and breathability for a healthier 
indoor environment.  Unlike painting, the durability of the system 
provides spectacular decorative aesthetics and makes it the ONLY 
system recommended for the rehabilitation of such buildings.

Benefits 
Ecological and eco-friendly solution 
Breathable 
It contributes to the thermal insulation of a building structure 
Sound absorbing 
Water repellent: it impedes the water absorption by masonry 
Elastic: it does not crack 
It allows restoring those facades which present cracks 
Resistant to mold and fungus 
Salty air resistant 
Resistant to UV rays and weathering agents 
Resistant to both high and low temperature 
It can be used both inside and outside

Cork Spray 
Cork spray is an innovative coloured finish, formulated with water-
based resins and cork.  Cork spray has excellent features of thermal 
insulation, sound absorption, breathability, water repellency and 
elasticity.  It is usable as a coloured finish for facades and thermal 
plaster. 
 

It has excellent adhesion capability to any kind of substrate and for 
this reason, it can be used in many situations such as wood, metal, 
plasters, synthetic materials, and cementitious substrates, both inside 
and outside.  Cork spray contributes to the thermal and acoustic 
insulation of the walls to which it is applied, and it protects the 
structure from the absorption of wind driven rain. 
 
Its breathability makes breathable walls, thus contributing to the 
internal living comfort.  The high elasticity of the material allows the 
structure, finished with Cork render cork spray, to avoid cracks and 
lesions.  Cork spray is available in a wide range of colours and it can be 
tinted using water based colours to obtain customised colours.  Cork 
spray is easy and simple to apply by trowel or traditional hopper gun

SBOA would like to thank Adam for his very interesting presentation 
and we wish we could have allotted more time.

 A guy was getting ready to tee off on the first hole when a 
second golfer approached and asked if he could join him.
 The first said that he usually played alone, but agreed to the 
twosome. 
 They were even after the first few holes. The second guy said, 
“We’re about evenly matched, how about playing for five bucks 
a hole?”
 The first guy said that he wasn’t much for betting, but agreed 
to the terms. 
 The second guy won the remaining sixteen holes with ease. 
As they were walking off number eighteen, the second guy was 
busy counting his $80.00.
 He confessed that he was the pro at a neighboring course 
and liked to pick on suckers.
 The first fellow revealed that he was a Parish Priest.
 The pro was flustered and apologetic, offering to return the 
money. The Priest said, “You won fair and square and I was 
foolish to bet with you. You keep your winnings.”
 The pro said, “Is there anything I can do to make it up to 
you?”
 The Priest said, “Well, you could come to Mass on Sunday 
and make a donation......and, if you want to bring your mother 
and father along, I’ll marry them.
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Heating Refrigeration and 
Air Conditioning of Canada

Other things to look for is the duct design and if it has been sized 
properly.
•  Are the ducts installed neatly with adequate support and have the 

joints and seams been sealed to reduce leakage?
•  Is there control mechanisms in place for adjusting required 

airflows such as dampers or speed controls?

presented by Francis Belle

 9.32 of the NBC 2010 refers for the ventilation of rooms and 
spaces in residential occupancies that are 3 storeys or less, less than 
6460 sq. ft. (600 sq. m.) and has 5 or less bedrooms.
 The scope of Part 6 in the NBC ventilating systems shall be 
designed, constructed and installed to conform to good engineering 
such as described in,CAN/CSA-F326-M91.
 Self-contained mechanical ventilation systems that serve only one 
dwelling unit and that conform to the requirements of Subsection 
9.32.3. shall be considered to satisfy the requirements of this Article.
The R-2000 program requires compliance to CSA F-326.
 Francis explained to our membership what it is that the Building 
Official should be looking for when we are inspecting new homes. 
He said that we should be looking for a label attached to the HRV 
such as this sample:

Dale Wagner & Francis Belle

•  Has insulation been installed on the cold side of the system
•  Has the vapor barrier been sealed and is it on the warm side of the 

system?
•  Are the grilles located in the ceiling or high on the wall so as to 

adequately disperse or remove air from the room?
•  Is there a good cross flow of air within the room to flush out stale 

air?
•  Has a grease filter been installed in the kitchen?
•  Have local switches or timers been installed in the bathrooms?
•  Has the primary control been centrally located and can the 

circulating fan be activated?
• Has the drain line been connected, and is there a P-trap near the 

underside of the HRV?
•  Are the exterior supply & exhaust hoods labeled and do they have 

the same free area as the ducts they are connected too?
•  Are the exterior supply & exhaust hoods located well above the 

ground level to prevent blockage from snow?
•  Do the supply and exhaust hoods have adequate separation from 

sources of contaminants, or polluted air?
•  Have the airflows been measured, balanced and recorded by a 

certified HRAI Installer?

The SBOA membership would like to thank Francis for this 
interesting presentation.



The participants on the panel were Doug Mulhall, Margaret Ball 
and Courtney Smith.

The purpose of the SBOA Building Code Forum is to facilitate 
constructive code review and interpretations amongst the 
membership.  The goal is to have as much audience participation as 
possible.  Questions can come from the floor, but we will have some 
questions sent in prior to allow for a good start.

The job of the panel is to identify key code components to help 
guide the audience to answers and interpretation, engage the 
audience where suitable, and facilitate the discussion.  The goal 
is not necessarily a ‘presentation’ to an audience, but more of an 
engaged conversation.

The following topics were discussed:
1.  What is SBOA’s position on Sea can containers? Consensus 

was that they shall follow prescriptive requirements of Uniform 
Building & Accessibility Standards and the National Building 
Code (NBC).

2.  How should aircraft hangars be classified F-1 or F-2 or F-3. 
It would be dependent on the design professional and their 
calculations based on calculations of combustible content.

3.  Can a window be allowed in a detached garage close to a property 
line serving a property line? Only if in compliance with NBC 
and proximity to property lines. 

4.  Can an emergency power supply be relaxed for a fire pump 
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SBOA – Building Code Forum

Margaret Ball, Doug Mulhall, Courtney Smith & Dan Knutson

served by Sask. Power? The have to be in compliance with CSA 
282 and NFPA 20.

5.  Is exterior cladding required on a residential detached garage? 
Yes.

6.  How are micro distilleries to be classified? What is the definition 
of micro distillery? Need to comply with both NBC and also to 
the National Fire Code for limits of flammable content.

7.  Can a low occupant load occupancy such as some yoga studios 
or virtual reality be classified as D occupancies? It is up to the 
Authority Having Jurisdiction.

8.  What exemptions are granted by 9.10.14.5(6-12) and 9.10.15.5(1-
11). (Discussion not captured)

SBOA would like to thank our Code Panel for sharing their time and 
expertise. This session was proven to be very informative and one 
that we would like to continue at future conferences.

Presented by Margaret Ball

Building Standards and Licensing (BSL) provided an update on 
a number of issues.  The UBAS Act is included in the proposed 
legislative agenda for review in 2018-19. Drafts of proposed 
changes will be provided to stakeholder groups, including SBOA, 
for consultation.  Phase 2 work on the Alternative Compliance 
Model will start early in 2018 to discuss nine outstanding 
items.  SBOA has provided BSL with a proposal for training/
certification of building officials just before the fall conference.  
BSL is committed to working with SBOA to align training 
and certification programs with Building Official licensing 
regulations and explore opportunities to enhance the training/
certification program. Licensing provisions remain as existing in 
the BASA Regulations.  Code adoption work has been completed 
and we are waiting for government direction on timing.  The 
proposed adoption includes NBC 9.36 and NECB.  The Ad Hoc 
Committee on Advisories has confirmed its terms of reference and 
commenced work on advisories of province-wide interest.  The 
first document to be completed is a Fire Alarm Systems Guide – 
developed with the input of the committee and other stakeholder 
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Building Standards – 
Information Session:

groups.  Building Standards advisories are being updated to the 
2015 codes and the first five advisories and the AFCH Guide were 
provided at the BSL workshop and SBOA Fall Conference.  The 
Building Official License Training – Legislative Framework 
sessions will continue to be offered twice a year, once in Regina 
and once in Saskatoon.

Margaret Ball & Chris Gates



Kara Fagnou brought greetings on behalf of the City of Saskatoon

This time around my editorial will be on bits and pieces about my 
thoughts in regards to grey areas in the National Building Code 
(NBC) or how Building Officials interpret and apply the NBC. 
Remember that these are my thoughts only and whether I am right, 
wrong or misinformed they are just thoughts. For clarification you 
should contact Building Standards for interpretations.

My first topic is article 9.7.2.1 of the NBC that talks about the 
requirements of main entrance doors and specifically, the installation 
of door viewers and or transparent glazing in the door or the sidelight. 
Have you ever wondered or have been asked what height that the 
door viewer should be installed. Do the doors with the sunburst 
glazing at the very top of the door meet the requirements and qualify 
for transparent glazing in the door even though (I would need a step 
ladder to look out)?

My next rant is on foundations or to clarify who should design 
foundations? How many times have you been asked by a builder, 
“what will you accept for the foundation on a particular building”? It 
is my opinion that all foundations should be professionally designed! 
I have no expertise on knowing the soil conditions and what will 
perform adequately. Most times we accept what has been used in the 
past and has performed adequately. I have no way of knowing in the 
case of a foundation that has a grade beam supported by pilings if in 
fact the foundation will be successful. How would I know things like 

Editorial by Newsletter Chairperson Dale Wagner
depth and diameter of piles? I do not know if a frost wall on a footing 
of a particular size will perform adequately. Secondly I can’t offer 
any suggestions because that is deemed as designing. Therefore leave 
it up to the professionals.

My third rant is on proximities to property lines and spatial separations 
of new buildings and specifically who takes on the responsibility. 
Theoretically we should receive a real property report on all projects. 
How are we to know if a building infringes even one inch which 
in fact could impact the requirements of a building structure going 
from combustible to non-combustible construction. I know the final 
responsibility is the owner but I also know that there are people who 
question these things. Do you require a real property report for all 
your projects?

This editorial is solely the opinion of the writer and does not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of the Saskatchewan Building 
Officials Association or our membership.

Ever notice how a 4-year-old’s voice is louder than 200 
adult voices?
Several years ago, I returned home from a trip just when 
a storm  hit, with crashing thunder and severe lightning.
As I came into my bedroom about 2 a.m., I found my 
two children in bed with my wife, Karey, apparently 
scared by the loud storm. I resigned myself to sleep 
in the guest bedroom that night.The next day, I 
talked to the children and explained that it was  
okay to sleep with Mom when the storm was bad, but 
when I was expected home, please don’t sleep with Mom 
that night.
They said okay.
After my next trip several weeks later, Karey and the 
children picked me up in the terminal at the appointed 
time.
Since the plane was late, everyone had come into the 
terminal to wait for my plane’s arrival, along with 
hundreds of other folks waiting for their arriving 
passengers.
As I entered the waiting area, my son saw me, and came 
running shouting, “Hi, Dad! I’ve got some good news!”
 As I waved back, I said loudly, “What’s the good news?”
Alex shouted, “Nobody slept with Mommy while you 
were away this time!”
The airport became very quiet, as everyone in the waiting 
area looked at Alex, then turned to me, and then searched 
the rest of the area to see if they could figure out exactly 
who his Mom was.

Friday September 29, 2017

President Chris Gates did a presentation in regards to our new 
policy and new procedures. Our association is very grateful 
for all of the work Margaret Kuzyk did to make the policy a 
reality.

Mark your calendars for the 2018 SBOA golf 
tournament as it has been booked at Valley 
Regional Golf Course near Rosthern for Friday 
September 7, 2018.
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SBOA Spring Conference
April 11, 12, 13, 2018

Travelodge Prince Albert – 3551 - 2 Avenue West

Travelodge Prince Albert Guest Email Registration Form 
Saskatchewan Building Officials Conference April 11, 12, 13th

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM – SELECT ROOM TYPE AND TYPE IN YOUR INFORMATION (number required, name, phone)  AND SEND TO 

gm.tlpa@shaw.ca.  Each guest will receive a confirmation number by email.  FAX: 306-763-6274 if you cannot email

Room types reserved on a first come, first served basis

6 Rooms with 1 Queen Bed:  $108.00 _____________________________________________________________________________________

14 Rooms with 1 King Bed:  $108.00 ______________________________________________________________________________________

18 Rooms  with  2 Queen Beds:  $108.00 __________________________________________________________________________________

16 Suites with 2 queen beds & living room:  $115.00 _________________________________________________________________________

Plus 5%GST/6%PST and 3% City of PA Levy

Guest Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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